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The Broad Foundations 
 
The Broad Art Foundation and The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation together comprise The Broad 
Foundations, which have assets of $2.5 billion and a combined mission of advancing entrepreneurship for the 
public good in education, science and the arts. 
 
 

The Broad Art Foundation 
 
The Broad Art Foundation was established in 1984 by art patrons and philanthropists Eli and Edythe Broad to 
foster public appreciation of contemporary art by increasing access for audiences worldwide.  With more than 
1,400 works by nearly 150 artists, the Foundation operates as “lending library,” ensuring that these works 
remain in the public domain through an enterprising loan program to institutions around the world.   
 
The Foundation’s collection reflects the scope and diversity of the “art of our time” and helps ensure the 
availability of contemporary art for public enjoyment.  The Foundation’s active loan program makes works 
available for exhibition at accredited art institutions throughout the world.  In The Broad Art Foundation’s first 
two decades, it made some 7,000 loans to more than 400 museums, noncommercial art galleries and exhibition 
spaces, with combined annual visitors of more than 100 million.  
 
Eli and Edythe Broad have dedicated more than four decades to building two of the most prominent collections 
of postwar and contemporary art worldwide.  In addition to The Broad Art Foundation, the Eli and Edythe L. 
Broad Collection is comprised of an additional 400 works that are also made available for loan through the 
Foundation.  The Broads’ personal commitment to contemporary art guides the Foundation.  Over the decades 
as private collectors and proactive philanthropists across the art community, the Broads have developed a keen 
awareness of the challenges public institutions face when presenting avant-garde work to the public.  Among 
these challenges are increasing operating costs, shrinking government support, fewer resources for private 
funding and a fast-paced contemporary art market.  The Broad Art Foundation keeps pace with the market—
collecting with the agility and speed of a private collector—yet does so with a public-minded objective: creating 
a unique repository of contemporary art with the sole purpose of display and study by public institutions. 
 
The Foundation’s strategy of collecting has been select and deep for a number of pre-eminent contemporary 
artists.  Some of the artists in both the Foundation and the Broads’ personal collection are represented in 
exceptional depth, often spanning the entirety of a career.  These artists include Roy Lichtenstein, Jeff Koons, 
Cindy Sherman, Joseph Beuys, Cy Twombly, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Andy Warhol, Damien Hirst, Ed Ruscha, 
John Baldessari, Barbara Kruger, Anselm Kiefer and Sharon Lockhart. 
 
The Broad Art Foundation’s private exhibition space and study center in Santa Monica, Calif. is visited by 
thousands of art professionals and graduate art students each year. 
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The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation 
 
The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation is a national venture philanthropy established by entrepreneur and 
philanthropist Eli Broad.  The primary work of The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation is to dramatically 
improve urban K-12 public education through better governance, management, labor relations and competition.    
 
The Broad Foundation’s major education initiatives include the $1 million Broad Prize for Urban Education, 
awarded annually to urban school districts that have made the greatest overall performance and improvement in 
student achievement; The Broad Superintendents Academy, a 10-month executive management program to 
train working CEOs and other top executives from business, non-profit, military, government and education 
backgrounds to lead urban public education; The Broad Residency in Urban Education, a two-year management 
development program that trains recent business and law school graduates who have several years of work 
experience and places them immediately into managerial positions in the central operations of urban school 
districts; and The Broad Institute for School Boards, an annual training program for newly elected school board 
members designed to increase student achievement through improved governance. 
 
The Broad Foundation also invests in advancing innovative scientific and medical research in the areas of 
human genomics, stem cell research and inflammatory bowel disease.  In an unprecedented partnership with the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Harvard University and the Whitehead Institute, the Broads in 2003 
announced a $100 million founding gift to create The Eli and Edythe Broad Institute for biomedical research.  
The Institute’s aim is to realize the promise of the human genome to revolutionize clinical medicine and to 
make knowledge freely available to scientists around the world.  They gave a second $100 million gift to The 
Broad Institute in 2005. 
 
The Broad Foundation has invested in advancing stem cell research, particularly in California, through the 
creation of the Broad Institute for Integrative Biology and Stem Cell Research at the Keck School of Medicine 
at the University of Southern California and the Eli and Edythe Broad Center of Regenerative Medicine and 
Stem Cell Research at the University of California, Los Angeles. In 2001, Eli and Edythe Broad created the 
Broad Medical Research Program to fund and encourage innovative research that will advance the prevention, 
therapy or understanding of inflammatory bowel disease. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


