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Gasp!Â What are we looking at here? Well, for one, VINTAGE SARIS woven together to create stunning sculptural textile pieces&#8230; not to mention the neon lighting and hair rollers in that rainbow. See, the *gasp*
was very necessary. This is the work of Guyana born, Denver based artistÂ Suchitra Mattai, and I could not love it more! Here is part of her artist statement:I am interested in giving voice to people whose voices were
historically quieted.Â Using both my own familyâ€™s ocean migrations and research on the period of colonial indentured labor during the 19thÂ Century, I seek to expand our sense of â€œhistory.â€• Re-writing this
colonial history contributes to contemporary dialogue by making visible the struggles and perseverance of those who lived it.Â I often focus on women and employ practices and materials associated with the domestic
sphere such as embroidery, weaving, etc.Â I re-imagine vintage and found materials that have a rich history as a way of creating dialogue with the original makers and the time periods in which they were cherished.So
beautiful.Â ps. Suchitra&#8217;s latest solo show, at K Contemporary in Denver, just came down in mid August. Reach out to them re: her available work.These paintings are the work of Seattle based artist Ko Kirk
Yamahira. &#8216;Paintings&#8217;, you ask? Well, yes, that&#8217;s how they start out:&#8230; the finished painting is a beginning rather than an end. Painstakingly removing individual threads from the weave of the
canvas, Yamahira deconstructs his paintings, turning surface into form.What? Yep! If you happen to be in Seattle, you can see his work as part of a two-person show {with Emily Counts} at Studio e until September 12th,
2020. Threads. WHAT.The scale!!! This is the striking and powerful work of Ghana born, Detroit based artist Conrad Egyir. All of these pieces are paintings&#8230; and then some!Â Oil, acrylic, and mixed media on
canvas and wood. In some cases that means glitter, synthetic flowers, crystals buttons, mounted plexiglass, and&#8230; is that bookmark a really big ribbon?! Most of this work isÂ from his 2019 show,
â€œAmeliorationsâ€•, atÂ Jessica Silverman GalleryÂ in San Francisco. Here is part of the description of this exhibition from the gallery&#8217;s site:Addressing contemporary American culture, biblical parables and
Ashanti iconography from his native Ghana, Egyirâ€™s work explores questions of ethics, honesty, identity and the social-psychology of community. Monumental, uncanny and often satirically grandiose, the paintings
combine the graphic sensuality of Pop Art with the far-reaching narratives of history painting.Love.Okay, hold the phone&#8230; a ceramic mural?! YEP! The hands, the fruit, the color palette&#8230; all of it!!! This beauty
is the work of Seattle based artist Emily Counts, and is installed at Facebook HQ in Redmond, Washington. I seriously could have posted everything in her entire portfolio&#8230; like this piece, or this one, or even this
one. Here is part of Emily&#8217;s artist statement, explaining why she does what she does:My ceramic and mixed media sculptures begin with an interest in connectivity, whether physical, social, or conceptual. Many
pieces are comprised of objects attached to one another via tethers or chains while other works connect vertically, consisting of shapes stacked high on top of each other. Each element is paired, sequenced, grouped or
assembled. With all of these physical couplings I am considering how associations are formed in our minds, and also how similar connections occur within our bodies, in nature, and through technology. Chain reactions,
associative memories, and social networks are all examples of the types of connections that influence my work. I especially look for pathways and relationships between things that may seem unrelated on the
surface.Beautiful. Emily is currently part of a two-person show, with Ko Kirk Yamahira, at Studio e in Seattle. The show runs until Sept 12, 2020. ps. I&#8217;ll be writing about Kirk tomorrow, because his work is gorgeous
too!Ahhh, eavesdropping&#8230; it&#8217;s one of my favorite hobbies, and apparently I&#8217;m not alone. American artist Megan Constance AltieriÂ turned bits and pieces of overheard conversations into an
(Im sorry Mr.Kawara)
installation, titledÂ Sonder : The Art of Empathy Through Eavesdropping {whichÂ was the Installation Public Vote winner ofÂ Michigan&#8217;s prestigiousÂ ArtPrize in 2018!} Here is the description of this lovely
project:Sonder illustrates the realization that each random passerby is living a life as vivid and complex as our own. In our awareness of even a single other person we begin to grasp the magnitude of the 7.6 billion
coexisting realities all as specific and important as one another. Over the past two years, Altieri has gathered fragments of overheard conversations and hand-stamped them on articles of clothing matching those of the
speaker. Viewing these articles collectively challenges our capacity for empathy, curiosity, and awareness of others. Sonder seeks to help us grasp the beautiful complexities of humanity by allowing a momentary escape
from our own lens. In exchange for our perspective, we are offered a truer understanding of our identity as a dot among a sea of dots.So, so, so many beautiful dots. FYI, Megan has recently turned this installation in to a
book! You can find it here.So, you know how the world feels like a crazy, scary, overwhelming place lately? Just me? Well, I am taking today off from the never-ending news loop to look at these gorgeous paintings by
Australian artist Zoe Young. I wrote about her three years ago, but I desperately need the calm of her zen-like still-life works again in 2020. Cantaloupe (or rock melon if you&#8217;re from Australia), checkered napkins,
and a freshly sliced apple. Annnnnnnnnd, exhale.Yes, all of these gorgeous portraits are speaking directly to me&#8230; from ugh to girls supporting girls, I feel like I&#8217;m living every day in all of these Tshirts! These
large-scale oil paintings are the work of Brooklyn based artist Helen Robinson. Here is part of her artist statement explaining how she arrived at this work:Helenâ€™s work focuses on conceptual portraiture that explores
the nature of representation and the limitless potential of the human figure as a subject. She uses non-traditional portraiture to consider modes of representation and self-expression. Her paintings are all derived from
590d866795e9f8f55d262ba276657b3d0ef99152af3aec7df1140c0139523dba
photographs and studies and are mostly documentary in style. Overall, Helen&#8217;s work expresses human connection and social interactions based on our relationship to our surroundings and one another.{Found via
thejealouscurator
Create Magazine}Oh my. This is the work of Los Angeles based artist Todd Gray.Â Well, actually, heÂ works between Los Angeles and Ghana, where he explores the diasporic dislocations and cultural connections which
link Western hegemony with West Africa. Brilliant and beautiful. As a collage artist, I am absolutely in love with these stunning
compositions- /ODBK
juxtapositions of images&#8230; and all of those found frames? LOVE.Oh my
DHAdmann
word, I love these weird &#8216;n wonderful things so much! These sculptures are by American artist Joe Davidson, and yes, that final piece is sitting beside a painting by one of my favorite artistsÂ (and
people!),Â Samantha Fields. You&#8217;ll see why in a minute&#8230; So, I asked Joe what these squishy but not squishy at all, pastel-hued, plaster balloon/sausages were all about, and this is what he told me:I love
the fact that these have obvious references to Koons (for the acidic celebratory balloon sculptures) and Bourgeois (for the anthropomorphic nature of the forms). My forms are obviously quite phallic, and it makes me think
about our notions of masculinity, emasculation, age, etc. As I recently hit my 50â€™s, these things are creeping in to my mind. What I like about pairing my work with Sam is it puts these works in a larger, less personal
conversation about the idea of the male &#8216;take-the-land&#8217; attitude under which we live, and our collective questioning of that principle.You can see this group show, titledÂ â€œPersonal Contacts #3&#8243;,
until September 5th atÂ Durdan and Ray in Los Angeles&#8230; and TONIGHT, Monday August 31,Â Joe will be talking to Samantha via a live Zoom talk, about this six-part series titled &#8216;that explores novel
approaches to community curation.&#8217; It starts at 7pm, Joe &amp; Sam will be on around 7:45pm. Here&#8217;s the Zoom link.Quiet Listening. Serenity. Pause. These are a few of the titles from above&#8230; just
imagine what a different world we&#8217;d live in if everyone embraced that state of mind. This is the beautiful and striking work of Nigerian born, Germany based artist Peter Uka. His latest show, titled Inner Frame,
opens TODAY, August 28th (till Oct 24) at Galerie Voss in Dusseldorf.
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