
All images Â© Ceci Lam, shared with permissionHong Kong-based illustrator Ceci Lam envisions a whimsical dream world of mushroom-headed figures, adventures through tropical landscapes, and cozy nights in. Her
drawings feature anonymous characters who are full of personality, whether daring and bold as they peer up at towering cacti or more subdued in their plant-filled homes.Lam shares with Colossal that her Miss Mushy
series was inspired after she spotted white-capped mushrooms on the roadside one day during her commute, a surprise considering the pollution in the area. The next day, the spores disappeared, spurring the illustrator
to imagine a fantasy world for the small fungi to occupy. Full of quirky characters, the series is comprised of individuals defined by the color and textures of their caps, details that match the interiors of their homes and
their outfits.To follow Lam&#8217;s dreamy drawings, head to Instagram and Behance.&nbsp;All images courtesy of ShutterstockAn iconic sci-fi character comes to life in the form of an enormous droid that looms 60-feet
above Japan. A project of Gundam Factory Yokohama, it&#8217;s the tallest robot in the world, and after months of engineering, this life-sized bot now can swivel its head, kneel, point upward, and even walk, despite
weighing an incredible 55,500 pounds.RX-78-2 Gundam robot is straight from Mobile Suit Gundam, the 1979 animated television series that originally was directed by Yoshiyuki Tomino and animated by Sunrise, before
turning into a massive franchise with more than 50 films, television spin-offs, manga, and video games.Â It was slated for unveiling at a new amusement park dedicated to the bot this October, but the opening has been
postponed due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. If you have the chance to visit the Tokyo area in the next year, however, Gundam will be stationed in the Port of Yokohama, which is just south of the city.Â (via My
Modern Met)&nbsp;Life-sized Gundam in Yokohama is now in testing mode.pic.twitter.com/51HVoraPb7â€” Catsuka (@catsuka) September 21,
2020ã•‚ã‚Œã•¯ã•ªã‚“ã• ï¼Ÿé³¥ã•‹ã€•é£›è¡Œæ©Ÿã•‹ï¼ŸäºŒå€•é€Ÿã•§ã•™ï¼•#å‹•ã••ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #gundam #å‹•ã•‘ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ ã€€#å‹•ã••å®Ÿç‰©å¤§ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #æ¨ªæµœã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  pic.twitter.com/jGlarzeVIeâ€”
ã•ªã‚“ã•¡ã‚ƒã‚“ï¼ˆç¥•ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ—ãƒ©40å‘¨å¹´ï¼‰ (@nansei2) October 4, 2020å±±ä¸‹å…¬åœ’ã‚ˆã‚Šæ©ã••ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ ï¼•äºŒå€•é€Ÿã•§ã•™ï¼•#å‹•ã••ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #gundam #å‹•ã••å®Ÿç‰©å¤§ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ 
#æ¨ªæµœã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #å‹•ã•‘ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  pic.twitter.com/DIPqAGhmNWâ€” ã•ªã‚“ã•¡ã‚ƒã‚“ï¼ˆç¥•ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ—ãƒ©40å‘¨å¹´ï¼‰ (@nansei2) October 4, 2020In my feelings (2020), oil on canvas, 30 x 30 inches. All images
Â© Laura Berger, shared with permissionIn Laura Bergerâ€™s minimalist paintings, female figures entwine together in abstract formations. Their dark locks flow with the curves of their bodies, which are posed in relaxed,
natural stances. Using tight color palettes of muted tones, Berger works mostly in acrylic, although she&#8217;s ventured into oil since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. I&#8217;m not sure if it&#8217;s related to
everything that&#8217;s been going on in the world or to the shift in medium itself, but my ideas have been moving in a more narrative direction which has really opened up a lot of new things for me to work with, she tells
Colossal.The Chicago-based artist (previously) continues to explore themes of identity, community, and connection, in addition to more abstract conceptions of energy and quality of life, throughout her largely geometric
body of work. As a woman, I usually paint from that perspective point, but the figures are really meant mostly to serve as characters through which to explore our collective humanity and shared experience, she says.If
you&#8217;re in New York City, check out Berger&#8217;s solo show, which is open from November 21 to December 12, at Hashimoto Contemporary. Otherwise, follow her on Instagram to see her latest considerations
of the female experience.&nbsp;We wanted to feel the light (2019), acrylic on canvas, 16 x 20 inchesLeft: If I were you (2019), acrylic on wood panel, 30 x 40 inches. Right: If I were you 2 (2019), acrylic on wood panel, 30
x 40 inchesMood (2020), oil on canvas, 16 x 12 inchesLeft: If I were you 3 (2019), acrylic on wood panel, 30 x 40 inches. Right: Night fruit (2020)Strata (2019), acrylic on cradled wood panel, 16 x 20 inchesAll photos Â©
Ã•gnes Herczeg, shared with permissionWorking within a scale of just a few inches, Hungarian artist Ã•gnes Herczeg (previously) threads together fragments of wood, seeds, and wire with delicate lace work to form
pastoral scenes inspired in part by her surroundings in a small town near the river Danube. This year, Herczeg utilized more tree bark and golf leaf and developed her abilities with silk thread to create pieces even smaller
than before. In a note to Colossal, she shares this challenge to work increasingly smaller is a very good mind game. You can see lots of her new work on her website, and several pieces are for sale in her online
shop.&nbsp;The distinctive Arriflex 35 IIC is one of the most significant motion picture cameras of all time, and a favourite of the Hollywood new wave of cinematographers of the 60â€™s ad 70â€™s. The hand held
camera was famously beloved by Stanley Kubrick whose 1971 cult classic, A Clockwork Orange, was shot almost entirely on the Arri 35 IIC.As part of an ongoing series titled Inside Information, UK-based design studio
Dorothy explores some of the most iconic designs in the areas of film, music, personal computing, and fashion through clever cutaway infographics. Each illustration reveals a miniature isometric world packed with
historical moments from famous concerts that used the Vox AC30 amplifier to films that utilized the Arriflex 35 IIC handheld camera, which transformed movies forever. All five of the Inside Information graphics are
available as three-color litho prints on its website. (via Colossal Submissions)&nbsp;Released in 1959 to meet the demand for louder amplifiers, the Vox AC30 was quickly adopted as the amp of choice for bands like The
Beatles, The Kinks and The Stones, helping to define the sound of the &#8216;British Invasionâ€™ when the popularity of British rock â€™nâ€™ roll bands spread to the States. Its appeal has continued through the
decades with bands like Queen, U2, The Smiths, Oasis, Blur, Radiohead, Arctic Monkeys all counted as loyal Vox fans.The Nike Air Max is a bona fide design classic. Designed by Tinker Hatfield and released in 1987 it
has, in its 30 plus years of existence, established a cult following. Inspired by the architecture of the Centre Pompidou, it was the first trainer to offer a window to the sole, kickstarting a revolution in sneaker design.The
Minimoog was the worldâ€™s first portable (and affordable) synthesiser. Billed as â€™The Moog for the roadâ€™, it revolutionized music, acquired a cult-like following (which it still enjoys to this day) and quickly became
the most popular synth of its time.The Apple Macintosh (later know as the Macintosh 128k) was launched with an Orwell inspired commercial directed by Ridley Scott, and introduced to the world by Steve Jobs on 24th
January 1984. It blew our tiny little minds and for many heralded the beginning of a lifelong love affair with all things Apple.ï»¿In a powerful interpretation of Elizabeth Eckfordâ€™s historic walk to school in 1957, dancer
Kendi Jones moves gracefully along a sidewalk. The First Day is shot in black-and-white to mimic the iconic photographs of Eckford as she passed through crowds of angry White students, teachers, and community
members on her way into a formerly segregated school. Eckford was part of the Little Rock Nine, a group of Black students who were the first to integrate Central High in Arkansas&#8217;s capital. They were initially
barred from the institution until an intervention from President Dwight D. Eisenhower.Directed by Barnaby Roper, the short film captures Jones&#8217;s elegant movements and freezes them in time. As she shifts into her
next position, a bit of her form appears left behind like a cloud of particles.Â To watch more of Roper&#8217;s experimental projects, head to Vimeo.&nbsp;All images Â© Shin Nugochi, shared with
permissionPhotographer Shin Noguchi (previously), who lives in Kamakura and works throughout Tokyo, has a knack for capturing snapshots of the unusual, baffling, and quirky activities of passersby. A single image
often is imbued with layers of serendipity, with one framing both a woman in an elaborate gown and a dazed baby, while another features a screaming child and a man splayed on a public staircase in the
background.Taken around Japan, the photographs appear as objective shots, glimpsing candid moments that are enigmatic and sometimes humorous. â€œStreet photography always projects the â€œtruthâ€•. The
â€œtruthâ€• that I talk about isnâ€™t necessarily that I can see, but they also exist in society, in street, in peopleâ€™s life. and I always try to capture this reality beyond my own values and viewpoint/perspective, he says
in a statement.One-hundred-thirty of Noguchi&#8217;s photographs are compiled in a forthcoming monograph, In Color In Japan, which is currently available for pre-order. The book was printed in two editions, a black
and a white, and the former contains an extra, unique image that&#8217;s never been shown before and won&#8217;t be reproduced in another format. Follow Noguchi on Instagram to see his latest shots from the
streets of Japan.&nbsp;All images Â© Jan Erik Waider, shared with permissionBased in Hamburg, Germany, Jan Erik Waider (previously) frequently travels across Europe to photograph the rocky landscapes and
textured terrains of locales like StuÃ°lagil canyon and Iceland&#8217;s sandy shores. On a recent trip to the island country, Waider captured moody images of jagged, basalt-lined waters in four different locations,
including Reynisdrangar, StuÃ°lagil, KÃ¡lfshamarsvÃk, and GerÃ°uberg. He shares with Colossal:Not more than 20 million years ago, the island rose out of the sea due to volcanic activity on the ocean floor of the Atlantic
Ocean. But even today the landscape is changing due to the constant volcanic activity. There are many places on the island with very bizarre-looking geological formations and I was especially interested in basalt, with its
strict and geometric structure and volcanic origin. With the monochrome character of the series, I wanted to focus clearly on the rocks and also give the photos a slightly mysterious character.Waider generously agreed to
allow Colossal to share his photographs on our social media pages for the next few months. To follow his Nordic adventures, head to Instagram and Behance.&nbsp;&nbsp;All images Â© Sofia Crespo, shared with
permissionSofia Crespo describes her work as the natural history book that never was. The Berlin-based artist uses artificial neural networks to generate illustrations that at first glance, resemble Louis Renard&#8217;s
18th Century renderings or the exotic specimens of Albertus Seba&#8217;s compendium. Upon closer inspection, though, the colorful renderings reveal unsettling combinations: two fish are conjoined with a shared fin,
flower petals appear feather-like, and a study of butterflies features insects with missing wings and bizarrely formed bodies.Titled Artificial Natural History, the ongoing project merges the desire to categorize organisms
with the very renaissance project of humanism, Crespo says, forming a distorted series of creatures with imagined features that require a new set of biological classifications. The specimens of the artificial natural history
both celebrate and play with the seemingly endless diversity of the natural world, one that we still have very limited comprehension and awareness of, she writes.Crespo manufactured a similar project, Neural Zoo, that
combines disparate elements of nature into composite organisms. Our visual cortex recognizes the textures, but the brain is simultaneously aware that those elements don&#8217;t belong to any arrangement of reality
that it has access to, she says. More generally, Crespo explains her motivation behind merging artificial neural networks and natural history:Computer vision and machine learning could offer a bridge between us and a
speculative natures that can only be accessed through high levels of parallel computation. Starting from the level of our known reality, we could ultimately be digitizing cognitive processes and utilizing them to feed new
inputs into the biological world, which feeds back into a cycle. Routines in artificial neural networks become a tool for creation, one that allow
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