
I&#8217;ve been dying to share this episode with you! My podcast guest today is Bisa Butler, a New Jersey based artist who, â€œpaints with fabricâ€•. Looooove! I wrote about her jaw dropping, life-size portraits, made
entirely from bits of beautiful colorful patterned fabric, a few months ago {posted below} â€¦ and then immediately reached out to invite her onto the podcast. We cover everything from being a child of the rainbow {that will
make sense in a minute} and flirting with Tupac, to how she found her way to quilting and eventually to where she is now&#8230; which is an incredibly exciting place to be. As we speak, she has just arrived in Chicago for
the opening of her exhibit at The Art Institute of Chicago! WHAT!? Anyway, we&#8217;ll get into all of that and more. You can listen right up there underneath Bisa and Dahomey Amazon,, or subscribe onÂ Apple
Podcasts /Â Spotify.First, the pieces I wrote about a few months ago. Again, THIS IS ALL FABRIC:Allllllll fabric!? Stunning. And her subjects? They tell the African American side of the story about American life, because
as Bisa&#8217;s artist statement says:History is the story of men and women, but the narrative is controlled by those who hold the pen. My community has been marginalized for hundreds of years. While we have been
right beside our white counterparts experiencing and creating history, our contributions and perspectives have been ignored, unrecorded, and lost.I love that she has chosen to tell these stories in bits of vintage fabric.
Here is the first story she ever told that way, during her Masters program in 2001:The second piece is the rework from a year later. Look how much she&#8217;d honed her skills! This is a portrait of Grandpa Zakani.Next,
A New Dawn, 2020, which features the young boy Bisa talked about:So beautiful in so many ways&#8230; his repaired overalls, bare feet covered in a pair of Converse, the WWII airplanes on his pants, all of it. Oh, and I
had to throw in a sample ofÂ  Devaluation so you could see what Bisa was referring to. She hasn&#8217;t used this fabric in any of her pieces yet, but it&#8217;s ready and waiting.Ummmm, how did we not talk about
either of these huge career milestones? :The cover of TIME Magazine, and a feature in the New York Times! Clearly I&#8217;ll have to have her back on so we can discuss this properly. That fabulous shot of Bisa from
the Times article was taken by @gioncarlovalentine.Up next&#8230; oh you know, just a giant show at The Art Institute of Chicago that happens to include an absolutely huge piece {144&#8243; x 108&#8243;}, titled The
Warmth of Other Sons. Bisa spent seven months making this. Take a peek:Gah! She just posted this jumping-for-joy photo to Instagram! Oh my word, can you even imagine seeing your work like that? I would sob.
I&#8217;M SO HAPPY FOR YOU, BISA! She also included this caption with a sneak peek of the exhibit and I just have to share:I am beyond grateful for this opportunity to share my work at such a beautiful institution. I
was told today that not only am I the first African American woman to exhibit in the 2nd floor European Painting galleries, but I am the first living artist in the museums 141 year history. I walk in the path left by the African
American artists who have come before me, and I hope to leave a path for others to follow.I&#8217;m not crying, you&#8217;re crying. Oof. Okay, deep breath. Back to that insane work&#8230; I mean, seriously, the
amount of detail in that one piece alone is staggering. And where does this magic happen? In her dining room, of course:Yep, that&#8217;s Bisa&#8217;s crazy sewing machine&#8230; I kinda wanna take it for a spin
around the block, don&#8217;t you?And finally, let&#8217;s wrap things up with these two stylish graduates:Ha! I had to, because Grad 91 RULES! Thank you to Bisa for hanging out with me for so long, sharing all of her
stories, and for emailing me her graduation photo!Isn&#8217;t it kind of wonderful that a little girl who started school at Children of the Rainbow is now creating artwork filled with colorful, rainbow-hued people? I think
that&#8217;s exactly how this was meant to play out. Bisa, if you happen to be reading this, have an amazing time! What an incredible, well-deserved moment for you. And of course, huge thanks to all of you for listening.
There will be more ART FOR YOUR EAR next weekend. ~ DanielleOther links:Bisa on InstagramClaire Oliver Gallery, HarlemHoward UniversityAfriCOBRA / Jeff DonaldsonA Big Important Art Book &#8211; Now With
WomenÂ Simone Leigh, Venice 2022Montclair State UniversityDutch wax fabricNatalie Baxter {textile guns}Art 1-54 FairArt Institute of Chicago: Bisa Butler &#8211; Portraits Nov 16, 2020 ~ April 19, 2021Gasp!
Sculptures for your wall&#8230; and your ceiling!? Okay, I almost posted the entire portfolio of Berlin based artist Brittany Gould, but managed to control myself. I found her Illuminated series first, so it only seemed fair to
obsess over that. However, I would highly recommend that you go see everything else, too! Happy Friday.Sigh. These gorgeous mixed media pieces by London based artist/illustrator Rose Blake make me want to cry. I
miss galleries, and everything in her Now I Am An Artist series makes me miss them even more&#8230; art, people, actual clothes, leaving my house in actual clothes to see art and people. You get it. Speaking of
galleries, Rose&#8217;s fine art pieces are available through Rebecca Hossack Gallery, London.ps. She is represented for commercial illustration worldwide byÂ B&amp;A Reps, and for childrenâ€™s books byÂ Bell
Lomax Moreton.&nbsp;View this post on Instagram&nbsp;A post shared by Rachel Burke (@imakestagram) on Mar 1, 2020 at 6:10pm PSTYessssssss. Seriously, how can you look at all of this and NOT want to be
BFF&#8217;s with Australian artist Rachel Burke!? She makes everything from sparkly wearable art, to art you can sit on. Her glittery portfolio is filled with both personal work {like that FAB CUTE RITZY pop-up tinsel
cafe}, and collaborations with clients {like Mindy Kahling, Miley Cyrus, Sephora, Visa&#8230; and check out that floral headband she did with LEGO!}. Okay, I gotta go brainstorm a BFF plan. Happy Wednesday!Gasp! All
of my childhood passions in one place? Yes! These oil pastel / acrylic beauties feel like a storybook dream, with just a touch of nightmare thanks to those deep, dark shadows. This is the latest work, a series titled New
World Horses, by Denver based artist Jillian FitzMaurice. And, just like my obsession with &#8216;My Little Pony back in the day, I wanna collect all of them! Thankfully, that&#8217;s totally possible&#8230;
Jillian&#8217;s work is available through Visions West Contemporary {Montana}.Okay, I think I just found a new thrift shopping friend! This is the work of Australian artist Edward Waring. Vintage Crystal and Glass. Epoxy
Adhesive. Acrylic Paint. Hard Acrylic Extender. Yep, that sounds like my kind &#8216;o materials list! These are all from his series titled Memory Sticks, each one named with a woman&#8217;s name &#8230; from Betty
to Mabel! Here&#8217;s part of his artist statement that focuses on these candy-colored towers of repurposed crystal goodness:Currently, Waring is utilising vintage crystal and cut glass, repurposing and altering the once
cherished tableware to create pieces that require the audience to re-explore what could be considered old fashioned or â€˜passÃ©â€™. Waringâ€™s work reclaims old traditions and old fashioned ways of life and
creates a space for them in the contemporary. His use of tableware once saved for â€˜bestâ€™ in households gives new life to forgotten pieces, and asks the viewer to reflect on feelings of childhood, memory and
family.Absolutely! I&#8217;m quite sure my grandmother, Blanche, had most of these vessels, and all of them were filled with colorful Liquorice Allsorts or fruity Jujubes. Ah, good times. Edward&#8217;s work can be
found via Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert, Sydney.Well, here we are. It&#8217;s Friday November 6th, and I thought we&#8217;d know who the 46th President would be. But we don&#8217;t. I&#8217;ll wait though. COUNT
EVERY VOTE. My guest today is Diana Weymar, an American artist based in Canada who happens to be the woman behind theÂ Tiny Pricks Project. It&#8217;s a public art project that counterbalances the
impermanence of Twitter and other social media, and Trumpâ€™s statements by using textiles that embody warmth, craft, permanence, civility, and a shared history. Yep, this episode is gonna be political, because
thatâ€™s the entire point of Tiny Pricks. If you&#8217;re not familiar with the project, listen to this episode! And if you do know about it, listen to this episode! You can hit play right up there under Diana at her 2019 show
at Lingua Franca, NYC, or subscribe on Apple PodcastsÂ orÂ Spotify.First, not only did Diana create this ongoing project, she also kicked it off with her own work, AND continues to make new pieces. Here are just a
handful of my favorites:Sigh. These are all documented quotes. Seriously, you can&#8217;t make this stuff up.Now, Diana also uses her needle and thread to capture other important moments, quotes and people. Enter
these three beautiful works in honor of Ruth Bader Ginsburg:RIP RBG So, this project is now up to almost 5000 pieces that have been contributed from people all over the world! Again, here is just a small sampling {artists
Instagrams listed below}:Artists shown above:Â  1. @justine.twinaÂ  2. @notyoureverydaymaryÂ  3. @lazygalmarthaÂ  4. @jlsully25 Â 5. @valbee Â 6. @mldugan1Â  7. @peggyearle8Â  8. @jlillywerthÂ  9. @yoginigb
{nasty woman} 10. @artphotogirl {i&#8217;m speaking}Â  11. @daniellekrysaartÂ Â Look at that pile of mail&#8230; those boxes and envelopes are full of work! Ah-mazing. And, as I promised her at the end of the
episode, I made a piece too! That&#8217;s mine just above the pile. MOVE TO CANADA &#8211; right after the first debate between Trump and Biden, I read that move to Canada was the most searched phrase on
Google. Well, as a proud Canadian, I&#8217;m not surprised at all. ; )Speaking of proud Canadians, here&#8217;s our Prime Minister Justin Trudeau receiving an embroidered piece from Diana, delivered via the guys
from CBC&#8217;s Infoman:It&#8217;s a combo of two things Trump said about Justin&#8230; He&#8217;s two faced / He&#8217;s a nice guy.Next up, the big, beautiful &#8216;Tiny Pricks Project&#8217; show hosted
by the Lingua Franca shop in New York. The entire space was literally wall-to-wall with embroidered quotes:So, so, so good! And, to wrap things up, I had to share this personal piece Diana made for me. Apparently I said
this on a podcast at some point, and she messaged me to ask if she could embroider it:Obviously I said yes! But wait, then she took it one step further&#8230; she asked me to write the quote on a piece of paper and
email it to her. I did, and voila, my handwriting was embroidered onto one of her grandmother&#8217;s lace handkerchiefs. What? Yes! She mailed it to me, and it now hangs in my studio. Amazingly wonderful, yes?
Thank you to Diana for this beautiful, personal work AND for being on the podcast today; thanks to you for listening, and I&#8217;ll see you back here next Saturday with more ART FOR YOUR EAR.Other
links:Participate in the Tiny Pricks ProjectTiny Pricks on InstagramDiana Weymar on InstagramLingua Franca, NYCLate Night with Seth MeyersThe Smithsonian&nbsp;ï»¿She&#8217;s done it again&#8230; another
immersive, jaw-dropping collage that I want to move into immediately. Biodiversity is the latest insane collage by Berlin based artist Clare Celeste BÃ¶rsch. I&#8217;ve written about her several times, she was on the
podcast in 2018, and so when I saw this installation, clearly, I had to share it too! Here are Clare&#8217;s words about her newest paper wonderland:68% of biodiversity lost in just 50 years&#8230;My latest artwork
shares aÂ messageÂ ofÂ love, urgency and hope. Love for our planet, our future selves, our children and future generations. Urgency, because climate change is upon us and the predictions of what to comeÂ are dire.
AndÂ Hope,Â because there is still a narrow window of time to act and there is still so much we can save.We are currently on track for 4 degrees of warmingÂ by the year 2100. This means aÂ future marked by
increasingly violent storms, droughts, wildfires, flooding, and crop shortages.But we have the tools and technologies to respond to this crisis.Â We must now collectivelyÂ and individuallyÂ rise to this unprecedented
challenge. In the video, I list concrete ways you can make aÂ difference today. PleaseÂ watch and sha
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