
An exhibition of the works of graduates of the diversion program Project Reset (screenshot of Young New Yorkers website)Project Reset, the New York City program that allows minor offendersÂ to substitute jail time and
a court appearance with an art course, is in danger of shutting down after City Council slashed its budget for next year.The program, co-sponsored by the Manhattan District Attorneyâ€™s Office and the New York Police
Department (NYPD), has helped thousands who were arrested on minor offenses like fare beating, graffiti making, and shoplifting to avoid a criminal record by participating in art programs at the Brooklyn Museum or with
the Brooklyn-based nonprofit Young New Yorkers (YNY).AÂ City Council spokesperson confirmed to Hyperallergic that the administration has designated $710,000 for Project Reset in the Bronx in the fiscal year 2021, as
it did last year, but did not renew funds for the program in the other four boroughs due to the deficits caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.Manhattan District Attorney Cy Vance Jr. warns that unless the city renews funds
for the program next year, his office will be forced to wind down the program in the fall.â€œProject Reset is an essential component of a modern prosecutor&#8217;s office, Vance told Hyperallergic in an email. At a time
when New Yorkers are demanding alternatives to incarceration and a more equitable justice system, it would be a shame for City lawmakers to let this program end.â€•On September 9, Vance and all other New York
District Attorneys â€” Darcel D. Clark (Bronx); Eric Gonzalez (Brooklyn); Melinda Katz (Queens); Michael E. McMahon (Richmond County) â€” sent a letter to NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio and Speaker Corey Johnson, urging
them to reverse their decision to slash funds for Project Reset in most of New York City.Project Reset takes a behaviorally informed approach to offer participants meaningful resources and opportunities and a chance to
reflect and learn from their mistakes, the DAs wrote. It is precisely the type of reform and jail reduction strategy that New Yorkers are demanding of law enforcement and our courts.The impact of this relatively modest
program is far-reaching, and helps to build trust between law enforcement and the communities we serve, the letter continues. The amount our offices are seeking is readily offset by the savings gained in terms of
improved court efficiency, faster case processing times, and most importantly, reduced incarceration and convictions, which have a well-documented destabilizing impact on individuals, families, and communities.Mayor
de Blasio&#8217;s office has not yet responded to Hyperallergic&#8217;s request for comment.Against this background, about 100 Project Reset graduates presented their work last week in a virtual exhibition hosted by
YNY and MoMA PS1. The virtual exhibition shows portraits of the graduates suspended with pink balloons over PS1&#8217;s courtyard. A click on the portraits plays audio recordings in which the graduates, all between
ages 16-25, share their stories in their own voice.Carri Twigg, a Cultural Ambassador for YNY, shared her story in a virtual walkthrough held on October 7.Growing up between 15 and 19, I was arrested more than a
handful of times, Twigg said. Like other folks in Project Reset, I was given an opportunity to try again.After graduating from a diversion program, Twigg went on to become a special assistant to President Barack Obama
during his administration and also worked as Director of Public Engagement for Vice President Joe Biden.I wouldn&#8217;t have been able to get that job if it weren&#8217;t for diversion programs and civic leaders who
focused on young people getting more than one shot to make choices, Twigg said.Amira, a 19-year-old graduate of Project Reset, said: I knew I deserved a second chance. I know I don&#8217;t deserve records following
me for the rest of my life because of what I did.The teenager, who was arrested on graffiti charges when she was 18, added: It&#8217;s way more important to nurture and not punish &#8230; I know for a fact that I
learned more being helped through that situation than I would have if I had been judged and blamed.  From Capturing the Flag (2018), dir. Anne de Mare (image courtesy Metrograph)We&#8217;re coming down to the
wire of US politics in 2020, with just a few weeks to go until Election Day. Concerns around voting rights are intense â€” fair access to polls, the ability to mail ballots, registration issues, as well as racial and class equity in
all of these realms. To spark civic engagement, independent theater Metrograph and the film curation forum Creatively Speaking have teamed up for an online screening series this weekend. We the People: Shoestrings
of Democracy presents a program mainly of recent short films about voting issues (the title is a nod to a work by Nari Ward).Capturing the Flag (2018) follows an activist group distributing information for voters in North
Carolina. Keon (1998) observes how a trio of young Black men have to navigate both small and large social and administrative obstacles while trying to run a simple errand. Voting Matters (2018) features a civil rights
attorney helping people initially turned away from the polls to cast their votes. These and other films in the series highlight myriad ways that people are obstructed from the most fundamental, basic element of democracy.
This year, such issues are more important than ever.When: October 17-19Where:Â Online via Metrograph  Brass Lantern (c. 1880), with slide, Ernst Plank, brass, wood, paint, and glass (Germany, from the Richard
Balzer Collection, gift of Patricia S. Bellinger, photo by Joshua White/JW Pictures, Â©Academy Museum Foundation)The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures and the Academyâ€™s Margaret Herrick Library have
received the worldâ€™s foremost collection of pre-cinematic technology and toys. It contains more than 9,000 objects brought together by author, documentary photographer, and collector Richard Balzer between the
1970s and his passing in 2017. The Richard Balzer Pre-Cinema Collectionâ€™s breadth will be a valuable resource for the Academy Museum to tell a holistic story about cinemaâ€™s development when it opens in April
2021.Most narratives around the evolution of moving image technologies place cinemaâ€™s emergence in direct relationship to the history of photography. As a result, pre-cinematic endeavors are often cast exclusively
as a Western enterprise. In other words, developments elsewhere in the world have been subjugated to a cohesive historical arc about pinhole cameras and early projection shows across Europe and the United States.
One of the most remarkable things about the Balzer Collection is that while it certainly underscores this history, Richard Balzer also sought out objects from East Asia. With objects dating back to Chinaâ€™s Ming
Dynasty, the Balzer Collection affords us the opportunity to reframe and reorganize pre-cinematic history along new geographic and aesthetic lines. Bullâ€™s Eye Magic Lantern (c. 18th century), steel, paint, and glass
(Great Britain, from the Richard Balzer Collection, gift of Patricia S. Bellinger, photo by Joshua White/JW Pictures, Â©Academy Museum Foundation)The collection was donated by Balzerâ€™s widow, Patricia Bellinger
who is currently chief of staff and senior advisor to the president of Harvard University and serves on the Academy Museumâ€™s Board of Trustees. â€œGifting this collection to the Academy is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity,â€• Bellinger said in a statement. â€œMy husband Dickâ€™s passion for collecting pre-cinematic objects was profound, but it was his passion for reaching, storytelling, and wonderment that brought him and
the collection to life.â€• Balzerâ€™s passion and wonderment explain his collection of unique magic lanterns (he was also chairman of the Magic Lantern Society from 1984 to 1989). These artifacts of 18th- and
19th-century public amusement were used to project still images onto a screen, accompanied by live narration. While these lanterns are largely associated with grand spectacles, the Balzer collection includes an
assortment of toy magic lanterns depicting common tourist destinations of the time, like India and Sub-Saharan Africa, and that are smaller in scale, so children could project themselves at home. Dutch Peepshow (c.
1850), viewer with view, wood, print on paper with hand coloring, and glass (the Netherlands, from the Richard Balzer Collection, gift of Patricia S. Bellinger, photo by Joshua White/JW Pictures, Â©Academy Museum
Foundation)The Balzer Collection owes much of its charm to its many peepshows, a long-held interest of Richard Balzer, who authored Peepshows: A Visual History in 1998, a book containing over 200 illustrations from
Balzerâ€™s extensive collection and covering the five centuries in which peepshows were a popular amusement in Europe, Asia, and the United States. Unlike the entertainment shared with audiences through early
projection technologies, the peepshow operated on a more intimate scale. That is, a person would have to walk up to a box, look into a small hole, and then see an array of illustrated, painted, or photographed images.
Soon accessible to the public, the Balzer Collectionâ€™s peepshows offer a novelty that would otherwise be lost to time. Among the Balzer Collectionâ€™s rarest finds are the glass slides used in praxinoscopes.
Praxinoscopes use a strip of images around the inner-surface of a manually spun cylinder. The images are then reflected in opposing mirrors to create the illusion of a moving image. The glass slides were never made
commercially available. At its most advanced stage, known as the ThÃ©Ã¢tre Optique, hand-painted flimstrips were used to project moving images. ThÃ©Ã¢tre Optique shows are the earliest known predecessors of
animated film screenings. Steam-Driven Praxinoscope (c. 1904), with animation strips, Ernst Plank, Wood, tin brass, paint, glass mirror, and cotton strong with print on paper strips (Germany, from the Richard Balzer
Collection, gift of Patricia S. Bellinger, photo by Joshua White/JW Pictures, Â©Academy Museum Foundation)These fascinating objects and much more will be featured in one of the Academyâ€™s inaugural exhibitions,
The Path to Cinema: Highlights from the Richard Balzer Collection. Alongside peepshows and magic lanterns, it will feature zoetropes, and the praxinoscopes used for the CinÃ©matographe LumiÃ¨re, the worldâ€™s first
successful film projector. Not only will visitors be able to experience these objects in-person, they will also be able to watch a magic lantern show especially created for the exhibition. Originally set to open on December
14, the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures (6067 Wilshire Boulevard, Mid-Wilshire, Los Angeles)Â delayed its opening due to the COVID-19 pandemic and will now open to the public on April 30, 2021.   Cover of
Chinatown Pretty: Fashion and Wisdom from Chinatownâ€™s Most Stylish Seniors by Andria Lo and Valerie Luu (published by Chronicle Books, 2020)This essay is excerpted from Chinatown Pretty: Fashion and Wisdom
from Chinatownâ€™s Most Stylish SeniorsÂ by Andria Lo and Valerie Luu, published by Chronicle Books.* Â  Â * Â  Â *What Is Chinatown Pretty? Spotted in Chinatown: a tightly trimmed silver bob and an â€™80s print
two-piece suit paired with jade green sneakers. Vintage painterâ€™s cap worn askew, large tortoiseshell glasses, and a plaid fleece jacket layered over a houndstooth vest. Oversize black beanie, square-rimmed glasses,
red Fair Isle sweater juxtaposed with a blue plaid shirt.San Francisco (all photos Â© Andria Lo and Valerie Luu unless otherwise noted)Sounds like a window display at Urban Outfitters, but itâ€™s just a few of the outfits
weâ€™ve encountered on Chinatown pÃ²h pohs (grandmas) and gÃ¹ng gungs (grandpas). These seniors cause us to do a double, sometimes a triple take when we pass them in the crosswalks on Stockton Street, the
catwalks of San Francisco Chinatown. Our hearts race when we see their inventive outfits and melt at the sight of the tender details â€” found ribbons tied onto walking canes and shopping carts, worn clothes that carry so
much obvious history.Chinatown Pretty â€” the term we coined to describe this unique style â€” is a delightful mix of modern and vintage, high and low, bold patterns and colors, and contemporary streetwear â€” like Nike
sneakers or a Supreme hat â€” that takes the outfit to a whole new level. There are layers of knit sweaters and puffy coats (even in the summer) as well as five iterations of purple or florals â€” sometimes all in one outfit.
These Chinatown fashion icons share some of the same aesthetic sensibilities as hipster bloggers â€” except theyâ€™re 80 years old! The seniors combine urban utilitarianism with unexpected sartorial selections that set
our hearts aflutter.These outfits weave together the seniorsâ€™ diaspora: where they came fro
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