
Flower Power (2020), knitted wool and Fender Stratocaster, 106.7 x 12.7 x 38.1 centimeters. All images courtesy of The Big Art Auction, shared with permissionA new piece by Portuguese artist Joana Vasconcelos
(previously) envelops one of Fender&#8217;s Stratocaster guitars in a vibrant sheath of wool. Titled Flower Power, loosely knit petals cover the entirety of the instrument, wrapping the body, neck, and head in a
kaleidoscopic bouquet. The fibrous webbing evokes the aesthetic of the 1960s when Fender&#8217;s model secured its legendary status.Along with a diverse series of artist-customized Strats, Flower Power will be
auctioned on Nov. 4 through The Big Art Auction, a collaborative event hosted by The Big Issue Group and Creative Giants. Proceeds from the sales will be donated to The Big Issue, a United Kingdom-based organization
that creates economic opportunities for folks who are marginalized and in need. To follow Vasconcelos&#8217;s knitted interventions, head to Instagram.&nbsp;Flower Power (2020), knitted wool and Fender Stratocaster,
106.7 x 12.7 x 38.1 centimetersFlower Power (2020), knitted wool and Fender Stratocaster, 106.7 x 12.7 x 38.1 centimetersThere are just ten days left to submit your art for consideration in the winter issue (#24)
ofÂ Create! Magazine, which will be curated by our editor-in-chief,Â Christopher Jobson. Create! has been dedicated to promoting the work ofÂ contemporary artists, curators, and entrepreneurs since it was founded by
Ekaterina Popova in 2013. Today, the international publication spans digital, print, and audio platforms.Â Find all the submission guidelines on Create! Magazineâ€™s siteâ€”a reminder thatÂ Colossal MembersÂ receive
20% off everything inÂ the storeâ€”and share your work before the November 1 deadline.A new discovery on the side of the Mirador Natural Hill in Peru reveals that common feline activitiesâ€”namely sprawling out in the
most comfortable positionâ€”have remained relatively stable throughout the last 2,000 years. This week, archaeologists unearthed a 120-foot-wide etching of a cat at the Nazca Lines site in Peru, which is home to a series
of geoglyphs depicting a spider, monkey, hummingbird, whale, and fish. The feline rendering dates back to the Late Paracas period between 200-100 BC, making it the oldest in the area.With bulbous eyes and a striped
tail, the now-faded creature was created by stripping the top layers of soil to reveal the lighter-colored bedrock beneath, with lines ranging from 12 to 16 inches thick. The figure was barely visible and was about to
disappear due to its location on a fairly steep slope and the effects of natural erosion, the Peruvian Ministry of Culture said in a release.The area is located in the Nazca Desert, which is about 250 miles south of Lima, and
is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage site. Although the cat predates Nazca cultureâ€”according to the ministry, feline renderings were common in Paracus society and found on textiles, ceramics, and other
iconographic objectsâ€”similar prehistoric drawings influenced many of the geoglyphs found at the Nazca Lines site.Â (via Gizmodo)â€œAnchor.â€• All images Â© Lisa Ericson, shared with permissionIn her hyperrealistic
paintings, artist Lisa Ericson (previously) spotlights the myriad ways animal life and the natural world are connected, a theme she depicts by positioning various species on the backs of others and explains in a new
interview. The vivid composites group marine and land creatures in unusual combinations that defy boundaries of habitat and authentic interactions.The underlying subject matter may be based on a real-world issue (coral
bleaching, habitat erosion, etc.), but my take on it is not scientific, and I wonâ€™t sacrifice the impact of the image for the sake of scientific exactitude. I like to spin the story in whatever way creates the most visual and
emotional impact for the viewer.In the conversation with managing editor Grace Ebert, Ericson speaks to how COVID-19 has affected her work, the destruction caused by the ongoing climate crisis, and why she forgoes a
wholly realistic approach to her paintings. Thanks to the generous support of Colossal Members, our interview series is available to all readers.&nbsp;â€œSafe Passageâ€•All images Â© Xuan Loc Xuan, shared with
permissionIn a whimsical narrative by Xuan Loc Xuan, an adventurous whale named Lucille traverses a bustling urban center, densely populated forest, and other dry-land locales on her search for a new home. TheÂ Ho
Chi Minh City-based illustrator renders the marine mammal in a range of playful and melancholic scenes, either resting on a bed of flowers or trapped alone in a city as the sun sets. Titled The Whale Gets Stuck, the vivid
series chronciles the whale&#8217;s journey that&#8217;s ripe with nostalgia and longing for her ocean home, a tale Xuan tells in her book BabÃ  la balena in cittÃ , which is printed in Italian.Shop prints of the
illustrator&#8217;s quirky pieces on Pinlze or at Toi Gallery, and find two of her other children&#8217;s books, Giant: A Panda of the Enchanted Forest and Snowy: A Leopard of the High Mountains, on Bookshop. Head
to Behance and Instagram to keep up with Xuan&#8217;s latest story-based projects.&nbsp;All images Â© Cig Harvey, shared with permissionCig Harvey is adept at spotting both nature&#8217;s sublime qualities and
the beauty in mundane moments. The serene shots frequently feature a human intervention, like outstretched arms spotted with dots of light from a disco ball hung in Harvey&#8217;s home or a compost pile heaped with
vibrant produce scraps. Spanning nearly 20 years of her practice, the photographs shown here frame instances of serendipity, whether showcasing bright pink azaleas briefly pressed against foggy glass or the sun
gleaming on a dark body of water.This year, Harvey was named one of the recipients of the Maine in America award, which annually honors artists who&#8217;ve made a considerable contribution to Maine&#8217;s role
in American art. Explore more of the photographer&#8217;s images capturing the every day on Instagram and her site.Â &nbsp;All images Â© Alana Jones-Mann, shared with permissionLos Angeles-based designer and
stylist Alana Jones-Mann (previously) pipes thick buttercream onto her layered cakes, creating pastries that are closer in resemblance to lush floor coverings than typical birthday fare. From high-pile, ornate sheets to
vibrant geometric rounds, the pointillist-style cakes often have a retro aesthetic that evokes either classic shag rugs or the psychedelic, wall-to-wall carpet popular in the 1970s.To try your hand at similarly luxuriant
frosting, Jones-Mann shares a range of DIY projects and glimpses her process onÂ Instagram. (via This Isn&#8217;t Happiness)&nbsp;All images Â© Sara Golish, shared with permissionIn her ethereal portraits,
Toronto-based artist Sara Golish (previously) renders lavishly adorned goddesses and gods that exude a sense of power and wisdom. The charcoal, contÃ©, and ink drawings are part of two ongoing collections, titled
Sundust and Moondust, that imagine a series of fictional deities. Each figure belongs to one of the celestial bodies, a correlation that the artist visualizes through the paper&#8217;s color, with a warmer beige for the sun
and a cool gray for the moon. I chose to keep them monochromatic so they could be imagined in any skin tone to each individual viewer&#8217;s likingâ€”an ease to envision themselves, the artist says.In recent months,
Golish has been working on commissions and new bodies of work across mediums, which you can follow on Instagram. To add one of the mythical portraits to your collection, see what&#8217;s available in her
shop.&nbsp;All images Â© Mark Harvey, shared with permissionThroughout lockdown in the United Kingdom, Mark Harvey, who is known for his striking equine and canine photography, shifted his focus to the avian
creatures gliding above his home in the Norfolk Broads. Now part of a series titled In Flight, the exquisitely detailed shots frame common birds â€”including magpies, blue tits, starlings, goldfinches, great tits, coal tits,
long-tailed tits, and green finchesâ€”in otherwise unseen poses: some splay out an entire wingspan, while others wrap their feathers around the front of their torsos.Hearkening back to the methods of famed birdwatcher
Victor Hasselblad, Harvey employed similar techniques to capture the dramatic shots. He used a slow, medium format with the same camera Hasselblad manufactured for the outdoor endeavor, taking just one image at a
time.Harvey just released limited edition prints of theÂ In Flight series, which are available in a run of 15 per subject in his shop, and shares more of his striking horse and pup portraits on Instagram. (via Creative
Boom)&nbsp;#65 (orange) (2017), oil on canvas, 20 inches. All images Â© Alonsa Guevara, shared with permissionUsing round canvases with a range of diameters, Alonsa Guevara deftly paints the plump, juicy insides
of oranges, watermelon, and other fruits. Each circular piece depicts a seemingly perfect slice down the middle, capturing the fibrous veins and central seeds found within fresh produce.Guevara spent her childhood in the
Ecuadorian rainforests surrounded by tropical landscapes and nearby agriculture, an experience of nature that influences her artistic practice. The Chilean artist, who lives in New York City, began fruit portraits in 2014 as
she reflected on her adolescence and thought of creating a body of work that felt universal.Immediately I thought of fruits; they are everywhere and have been present as an essential part of evolution and as symbols
throughout human history, Guevara shares with Colossal. I decided to paint the fruits cut open, revealing their insides, recreating and depicting all the incredible patterns, seeds, and infinite information they carry, which
many people take for granted.Now an extensive series with dozens of paintingsâ€”the artist creates both miniatures that are as little as 1.5 inches and larger works spanning 30 inchesâ€”Guevara considers the collection
a representation of desire and fertility, in addition to death and decay. These fruits of the earth can be delicious/poisoning, juicy/rotten, real/imaginary, she says. No matter the type, though, every work is painted to elicit a
sensory response.Explore the full series of fleshy fruits on Guevara&#8217;s site, and stay up to date with her work on Instagram and Artsy.&nbsp;Left: #27 (kiwi) (2015), oil on canvas, 12 inches. Right: #55
(pomegranate) (2016), oil on canvas, 20 inches#47 (apricot) (2015), oil on canvas, 10 inches#48 (cactus pair) (2015), oil on canvas, 5 inchesLeft: #51 (imagined fruit) (2015), oil on canvas, 8 inches. Right: #52
(watermelon) (2015), oil on canvas, 20 inchesInstallation viewUpper left: Mini Fruit Portrait Lemon. Upper right: Mini Fruit Portrait Avocado. Lower left: Mini Fruit Portrait Watermelon. Lower right: Mini Fruit Portrait
Orange#42 (pineapple) (2015), oil on canvas, 8 inches
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