
THE ROCK, a collective public art Installation at an excavation site for a gas pipeline in Brooklyn, New York (courtesy of Pam Lins and Halsey Rodman)This March,Â during the early days of the COVID-19 lockdown in
New York, a massive boulder appeared on a parking spot at the corner of Montrose and Manhatten Avenue in Brooklyn. The imposing rock, most likely a glacial erratic, was unearthed during excavations for a
much-contested fracked gas pipeline that is planned to run underneath large parts of north Brooklyn.Shortly after it surfaced from the ground, Pam Lins and Halsey Rodman, two sculptors who live in the area, started
gluing ceramics to the boulder as an impromptu public art installation called THE ROCK.Â In the months since then, more than 20 artists, including a few anonymous contributors, have added artworks to the ongoing
installation. Contributors include artists like Nicole Eisenman, Trisha Baga, Sara Coffin, Saki Sato, and Kenneth Tam, among others. THE ROCK features a collection of sculptural objects, from a bust of author Octavia
Butler to miniature stools, vases, and a set of tearful eyes. But now, as excavations come close to completion, the future of the installation is uncertain.Recently, we were contacted by a contractor for National Grid to let
us know that they would need to move THE ROCK sometime soon, Lins and Rodman told Hyperallergic in an email. The artists said that the Sculpture Center and MOMA Ps1 in Long Island City have shown interest in
hosting the installation but are not able to cover the cost of moving it, which is estimated at tens of thousands of dollars.THE ROCK in August 2020 with artwork by artwork by Pam Lins, Halsey Rodman, and other artists
(courtesy the artists)Meanwhile, the corner of Montrose and Manhatten Ave in South Williamsburg has become a protest flashpoint against the gas pipeline. Yesterday, October 19, a group of environmental and
grassroots activists held the latest in a series of protests at the junction. A police unit arrived at the scene, but there were no arrests. The protesters later continued to the nearby corner of Leonard and Stagg Street, where
they successfully disrupted a National Grid crew that was completing the fourth and penultimate stage of constructions for the pipeline.â€œRise up and shut the pipeline down, chanted protesters from groups like No
North Brooklyn Pipeline, Frack out of Brooklyn, Mi Casa Resiste, and Extinction Rebellion.Grassroots activists from Brooklyn blocking constructions for a gas pipeline on the corner of Leonard and Stagg Street in
Williamsburg (photo by the author for Hyperallergic)A protest with activists from the groups North Brooklyn Pipeline, Frack out of Brooklyn, Mi Casa Resiste, and Extinction Rebellion (photo by the author for
Hyperallergic)The planned pipeline will carry fracked methane gas through the Brooklyn neighborhoods of Brownsville, Bed Stuy, Crown Heights, Bushwick, and Williamsburg, and Greenpoint. An explosion or a leak
would affect more than 150,000 people, mostly from communities of color,Â which are afflicted with asthma at a higher rate than average and have been disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus.Brownsville has the
lowest life expectancy in New York City; it also has the highest asthma rates in the city, Anna Tsomo, an organizer at the protest, told Hyperallergic. If you look at the disparities of life expectancy between Brownsville and
the Upper West Side, a wealthy white neighborhood, you see that Brownsville people die 11 years earlier.A poster outlining the evolution of THE ROCK (courtesy the artists)As these protests continue to escalate, Lins
and Rodman have intensified their search for a home for THE ROCK, but accruing the funds necessary to transport it remains a challenge. A letter they sent to the city, in which they requested help in moving the
installation to a permanent location, wasÂ rejected.Notwithstanding, Lins and Rodman have immortalized the installation in a 52 by 40-inch poster that outlines its evolution over the past seven months. They also
documented the project extensively on Instagram, where it received wide praise. But the rock itself, Lins said, could disappear at any moment.Â Â When we initially started this project, we thought the rock would be quickly
removed or buried back in the ground, Lins added. But it evolved into a monument to the COVID-19 era and the Black Lives Matter protests, and people in the neighborhood responded to it.  The Afield and an excerpt
from X-Agent Destroy Monster Regimes (images courtesy Ben Semisch and Anthony Hawley)Remember the Mueller Report? Though quickly decontextualized and distorted by US Attorney General William P. Barr, the
details of the report compiled by Special Counsel Robert Mueller and his team, after over two years of investigating Russiaâ€™s interference in the 2016 election, remain instructive. Yet what might be most important to
take away is how swiftly its very grave findings were essentially neutered by Barr, in yet another example of the current administrationâ€™s penchant for misinformation.Attentive to the ominous nature of such events,
artists Rebecca Fischer and Anthony Hawley have made mining the details and redactions of the report a central component of their new (and gloriously named) project, X-Agent Destroy Monster Regimes (XDMR).
Working together as the collaborative duo the Afield, Fischer and Hawley have remixed and reassembled key texts (and omissions) from the report into a 12-part graphic score that will guide a new multimedia
performance work, set to premiere this Friday, October 23, at Brooklynâ€™s Residency Unlimited.An excerpt from the Afield&#8217;s Destroy Monster RegimesFrom sunrise to sunset, the pair, along with their daughters
violist/vocalist Oriana Hawley and flutist/composer Ilaria Hawley, will present to small groups of socially distanced audience members a series of projections, live and pre-recorded sounds, and â€œsculptural
interventionsâ€• that explore themes of misinformation, power, and the seductive appeal of populist language.â€œDestroy Monster Regimes is in many ways a protest â€” against the current state of affairs in the US,
against good old boys clubs; against conservative lovelust for Cold War Reaganism, against social media scams and fictional personas espoused by the Trump cronies; in general, against the petty thuggery of fascist
monsters,â€• explained Fischer and Hawley (who is also a Hyperallergic contributor)Â by email.Fittingly, the XDMR website compiles numerous pages from the report, alongside damning tweets and absurdist memes that
attempt the humor required to cope with such entrenched corruption.Viewers not yet ready to brave a performance in person will also be able to livestream the event from home, and peruse pages of the score, arranged in
their stark elegance like so many pages of concrete poetry. Also of note, the website, designed Quinlan Maggio, will continue to grow with additional politically-themed resources, games, and more to be added following
the performance. In the meantime, it directs readers to more information about how to vote by mail and (hopefully) take the first step in curtailing the powers of the misinformationist-in-chief.When: October 23, sunrise to
sunsetWhere: Residency Unlimited (360 Court St, #4, Brooklyn) and onlineSee Residency Unlimited for more info.  Tina Wright, Final Stand (2018), Pheonix, Arizona (Â© Tina Wright; all images courtesy of Royal
Meteorological Society)The winners of the Royal Meteorological Societyâ€™s 2020 Weather Photographer of the Year award were announced, and the images are nothing short of breathtaking. From the sculptural ice
formations of Lake Baikal in Siberia to the bright green hilltops peeking out from an ethereal layer of morning mist in Vietnam&#8217;s Long Coc Tea Hill, the photographs capture the sublime beauty and awesome power
of weather.Â Organized in association with AccuWeather, the annual competition is normally restricted to images taken during the award year; due to COVID-19 travel restrictions in 2020, organizers opened up the
contest to images from photographers&#8217; archives.Finalist Tina Wright, for instance, captured one of the two largest haboobs (dust storms) ever recorded in the state of Arizona in her photo Final Stand, taken in
2018. She snapped the shot when the mile-high dust wall had reached its maximum height and density just as the sun was setting, lending the scene its striking hues of deep pink and sherbet orange.Rudolf Sulgan,
Blizard (2018), New York (Â© Rudolf Sugan)Blizzard by Rudolf Sulgan, taken on the Manhattan end of the Brooklyn Bridge, won the competition&#8217;s top prize out of a shortlist of 26 images. There were more than
7,700 photographs entered into the competition.Sulgan took the picture in the winter of 2018 during El NiÃ±o, a series of climatic changes that bring unusually warm ocean temperatures in the Equatorial Pacific. The
periodic warming of water often disrupts normal weather patterns.To combat this change in global temperature rise, we can reduce emissions and ensure communities have the resources they need to withstand the
effects of climate change, said Sulgan in a press release.Â Todayâ€™s choices will determine how high sea levels rise, how fast it occurs, and how much time we have to protect our communities.My main concern and
inspiration is that my images hopefully do a small part in combating climate change, he added.Francisco Javier Negroni Rodriguez, El ChalteÌ•n (2019), El ChaltÃ©n, Argentina (Â© Francisco Javier Negroni
Rodriguez)Chilean photographer Francisco Javier Negroni Rodriguez, a finalist for the prize, shot a rare lenticular cloud in El ChaltÃ©n, a mountain village in the Patagonian region of Argentina. With a distinctive, slender
shape that resembles a lens or a flying saucer, these cloud formations occur when stable, moist air flows over a mountain, setting off large-scale standing waves on its downwind side.When he took the picture, Rodriguez
was walking along the trails of El ChaltÃ©n, patiently waiting for the sky to clear in the hopes of capturing the scenery at sunset.But nature surprised me, he said. It was a unique and unrepeatable gift that sometimes
reminds me of how lucky I am to be a photographer and to be able to visit different places to show the world these natural and climatic beauties.Vu Trung Huan, Tea Hills (2019), Long Coc Tea Hill, Tan Son District, Phu
Tho Province, Vietnam (Â© Vu Trung Huan)The first runner up for the award was Vu Trung Huan, whose image of sloping tea hills in the northern province of Phu Tho at sunrise evokes an otherworldly fairytale
landscape. The undulating emerald-colored tea plantations are shrouded in valley fog, which forms when cold, dense air collects and condenses.When the sun is up, everything is tinged with sunlight, on the tea buds
there is still glittering morning dew, a pure beauty that makes you just want to embrace everything, said Huan.Alexey Trofimov, Baikal Treasure (2013), Cape Kotelnikovsky, Lake Baikal, Russia Federation (Â© Alexey
Trofimov)Baikal Treasure (2013), a photograph of turquoise ice formations in Cape Kotelnikovsky in Siberia by Alexey Trofimov, received the distinction of Public&#8217;s Favorite. Unlike the overall winning image, which
is selected by a judging panel, Trofimov&#8217;s photo was chosen by the public from theÂ shortlisted entries, with more than 11,275 votes cast in total.Cape Kotelnikovsky is located on the northwest coast of Lake
Baikal, the worldâ€™s deepest and largest freshwater lake, which is covered in ice for almost five months out of the year. As the temperature drops, some blocks rise up and take on their gemstone-like forms through
effects of the wind, sublimation, melting, and freezing.Alessandro Cantarelli, Lavaredo&#8217;s Gloria (2019), Tre Cime di Lavaredo, Dolomites, Italy (Â© Alessandro Cantarelli)This year&#8217;s judging panel for the
Weather Photographer of the Year award included Liz Bentley, chief executive of the Royal Meteorological Society; Mark Boardman, owner of StormHour Ltd; Matt Clark, photo editor of RMetS Weather magazine; Jesse
Ferrell, AccuWeather expert meteorologist; and Gareth Mon Jones, winner of Weather Photographer of the Year 2019.  Printed Copy of the Indian Treaty Between the Provinces of Maryland and Virginia and the Six
Nations Held at Lancaster, Pennsylvania (Courtesy of the US National Archives)A collection of treaties between the United States and Native American tribes, digitized by National Archives in Washington, DC and the
Museum of Indian Arts and Culture (MIAC) in Santa Fe, is now available online for the first time.The Indigenous Digital Archive (IDA) Treaties Explorer includes 374 of these historical documents, collectively referred to as
the Ratified Indian Treaties, for free access. The online tool also includes maps and additional resources for researchers.The originalÂ documents, some of whic
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