
Photo Â© Jan Erik WaiderDuring the last few months, Colossal has been evaluating our relationships with massive companies in lieu of more equitable options. In February, we stopped directing buyers to Amazon in
favor of Bookshop, which directly supports independent bookstores. Although we will continue publishing to platforms like Facebook and Instagram, we&#8217;ve begun to deemphasize our growth in those spaces. Those
who want to keep Colossal in their feeds always can find us on Pinterest, Tumblr, Twitter, and Flipboard, and now, Mix (formerly StumbleUpon) and LinkedIn, too. We also will be removing services from Googleâ•  and
other data-hungry trackers in favor of privacy-based analytics and tools.Going forward, the best way to stay up to date with the latest in art, design, and visual culture is to sign up for our email newsletters. We offer both a
short daily option, which includes the previous day&#8217;s articles and a pick from our 10-year archive, and a weekly update with a recap of the best articles of the week. Both newsletters often include interesting news
we don&#8217;t share anywhere else. Check out some previous editions, and sign up.PS: Our monthly Member Newsletter almost always includes a giveaway, including prints and products you read about on the site
each week. Join us!&nbsp;Torino, Italy. All images Â© Mantra, shared with permissionWorking with entomologists around the globe, the French street artist known as Mantra (previously) transforms brick facades and
concrete walls into massive studies of local butterfly specimens. With framed outer edges that mimic a wooden box, the trompe lâ€™oeil murals render the winged insects in detail, depicting their richly hued scales and
delicate antennae. Each artwork features species native to the area, making it possible that a live specimen might flutter by its enormous counterpart.In a conversation with Colossal, Mantra said he&#8217;s harbored a
lifelong fascination with entomology that stems from spending hours in French gardens and bucolic areas as a kid. As a child, I was interested, curious, and focused on the small life forms in those places, he says. His
current practice hearkens back to those carefree hours and connects with an adolescent desire to become a naturalist. My approach is as a scientist, the artist says, noting that education about environmental care and
issues is part of the goal.Although Mantra considers all insects and natural life beautiful and crucial to maintaining biodiversity, the focus on butterflies revolves around his artistic ambitions because the vivid creatures
allow him to experiment with color, shape, and texture. Each specimen is rendered freehand before the artist adds detail and the illusory shadows that make them appear three-dimensional. By painting various
Lepidoptera species again and again, the artist is repeating a mantra, a detail of his practice that informs the moniker he works under.In recent months, Mantra has traveled to Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden, in addition
to various locations throughout France, to complete public artworks, and he&#8217;ll be in Arkansas this month for two projects curated by Just Kids. Follow all of the artist&#8217;s entomological murals on
Instagram.&nbsp;Rombas, FranceCancÃºn, Mexico. Image by Gino CaballeroSilkeborg, DenmarkLas Vegas, NevadaDijon, FranceJacksonville, FloridaBrooklyn, New YorkDallas, Texas. Image by Chop&#8217; em
DownOverum, SwedenIndianapolis, IndianaCancÃºn, Mexico. Image by Gino CaballeroTorino, Italy. Image by Martha CooperAll images Â© Thibaut Malet, shared with permissionBased in Montpellier, France, Thibaut
Malet (previously) spent much of his childhood in his father&#8217;s workshop, which housed the family&#8217;s cabinetry business. At 10-years-old, the third-generation woodworker began sculpting the organic
material, although his creations were infinitesimal compared to his dad&#8217;s counterparts. Malet carved miniature scenes spotted in everyday life, imagining new, small-scale worlds. It was a way to work with wood
without using the too dangerous machines of my father. My parents organized a tiny workshop in a small room, and it was perfect, he shares with Colossal.Although Malet never studied the trade in an official capacity, he
now works as a designer and wood artist after a few years as an architect and furniture maker, a background that&#8217;s evident in his tiny scenes. Malet carves quaint cabins and outdoor equipment, including canoes,
ladders, and seating areas, nestled among the trees or at the base of a ravine. Each structure is unique, whether built as a simple A-frame or a more complex, vaulted chalet. Intentionally minimal, the scenes reflect the
artist&#8217;s commitment to working with the least amount of material. It&#8217;s a reflection on saving material and space, he says. I&#8217;ve always liked the challenge of making things as small as I can.Many of
Malet&#8217;s scenic wood carvings, which you can follow on Instagram and Behance, are available for purchase in his shop.&nbsp;Photograph Â© Alec Soth. Priscilla, Los Angeles, (from The Last Days of W) (2008),
10 x 12 inchesAn ongoing print sale is bolstering fundraising efforts that promote progressive organizing in five battleground states. Offering work from more than 150 photographers and artistsâ€”including Cindy
Sherman, Alec Soth, and Ed Ruschaâ€”States of Change is selling 10 x 12-inch prints for $150 each with all proceeds going to the Movement Voter Project, which is targeting 42 local organizations dedicated to fighting
voter suppression in Arizona, Florida, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. All are printed on 100 percent cotton paper, unsigned, and part of an open edition. Check out Colossal&#8217;s picks below, and grab your
favorites before the five-day sale ends on October 18.Â (via Artnet)&nbsp;Photograph Â© Camille Seaman. Iceberg in Blood Red Sea, Lemaire Channel, Antarctica (29 December 2016), 10 x 12 inchesPhotograph Â©
Steve McCurry. Flower Seller. Dal Lake, Srinagar, Kashmir (1996), 10 x 12 inchesPhotograph Â© Ken Light. River Baptism, Moon Lake, Coahoma County, Mississippi (1989), 10 x 12 inchesLeft: Photograph Â© Cindy
Sherman. In a pensive sort of mood (11/1/2017), 10 x 12 inches. Right: Photograph Â© Diana Markosian. Backstage, Chechnya (2019),10 x 12 inchesPhotograph Â© Lelanie Foster. Sister (2018), 10 x 12
inchesPhotograph Â©Â Dru Donovan. Untitled (2019), 10 x 12 inchesPhotograph Â© Gregory Halpern. Untitled (2016), 10 x 12 inchesPhotograph Â© Sebastian Kim. Lupita Nyong&#8217;o (2014), 10 x 12
inchesPhotograph Â© Irina Rozovsky. Untitled (from Island in my Mind) (2015), 10 x 12 inchesPhotograph Â© Alex Majoli. Scene of a Scarecrow (2015), 10 x 12 inchesAll images Â© Frank Moth, shared with
permissionThe anonymous pair behindÂ  Frank Moth (previously) characterize their layered digital collages as nostalgic postcards from the future. Using vintage photographs, the artistic duo merges retro visuals with
natural elements like botanics and outer space to create playful composites that range from futuristic to romantic. Our work almost always revolves around introspection, soul searching, and universal themes like eternity
and human vices, they share with Colossal.Based in Veria, Greece, the pair sources images of tropical plants and starry expanses from a variety of sources, including library and museum databases and other
photograph-centered websites that offer copyright-free works. We still have our own huge inventory of images that we have been growing and expanding for many years, after endless digging and searching in databases
of very old photos and scanned clippings of old magazines from the 60s and 70s, they say.Pick up one of Frank Moth&#8217;s prints from Society6, and follow the latest digital assemblages on Instagram and
Tumblr.&nbsp;ï»¿In Rita Louro and Martina Stiftingerâ€™s We, abstract forms undergo a series of transformations that evince both their malleable properties and inflexibility. Two-toned liquids gush into bulbous pools,
fabric strips tether a diverse array of solid shapes in a single unit, and a rock-like substance cracks and crumbles into disparate pieces. While the amorphous forms are different in texture, hue, and structure, they overlap
and join together in new configurations.Louro and Stiftinger describe the animation as a visual essay that explores connection through a metaphorical study of interpersonal relationships and social constraints and evokes
personal experience. Set to serene audio by Los Angeles-based sound designer Ambrose Yu, We takes a captivating and calming approach to examining the current cultural moment.To dive further into Lisbon-based
Louro&#8217;s projects, head to Instagram, Vimeo, and Behance. Follow Stiftinger, who works and lives between the United Kingdom and Austria, on Vimeo and Behance.&nbsp;All images Â© Tim Tadder, shared with
permissionFirst coated in black, the anonymous subjects in Tim Tadderâ€™s portraits are cloaked with hypnotic swirls and thick drips of bright paint. To create the mesmerizing images, the Encinitas, California-based
photographer and artist pours a mix of colors over his sitters and snaps a precisely-timed shot to capture each drop as it runs down their necks or splashes from their chins. There&#8217;s something about the human
head, and the bald head, and the brain, and that way that everything is here, Tadder says as he gestures toward his own face. The soul is here.During Tadder&#8217;s shoots, gloopy, viscous paint mixes in swirls and
marbled-patterns on the subjects&#8217; heads, which are covered to mask distinct locks of hair. A video (shown below) captures his process and shows models Kimberlee Howe and Mohamed Ouedraogo as
they&#8217;re drenched in pools of color. As they&#8217;re photographed, the subjects often hold their breath and respond similarly to being submerged underwater due to the weight and density of the paint, Tadder
says.Explore more of the artist&#8217;s textured, multi-media works on Behance and Instagram.&nbsp;ï»¿Home within Home (2019), polyester fabric, stainless steel, 292.91 x 325.59 x 316.93 inches. Images Â© Do Ho
Suh, courtesy of Lehmann Maupin, shared with permissionLiving and working in London, Korean artist Do Ho Suh (previously) is concerned with home, physical space, displacement, memory, individuality, and collectivity,
ideas he evokes in his life-sized fabric sculptures and installations. His 2019 piece Home within Home, which is suspended from an atrium in Incheon International Airport in Seoul, positions two structures vertically, with
the larger polyester and steel construction on top.Â This newer work evokes a similar piece from 2013, titled Home Within Home Within Home Within Home Within Home, which placed replicas of Suh&#8217;s former
living spaces within one another, from his first house in South Korea to an apartment building in Rhode Island.Often using his own experiences as source material, Suh&#8217;s multi-media practice explores both the
physical and metaphorical understandings of home as he considers the ways people occupy structures in specific times, locations, forms, and histories. The spaces we inhabit also contain psychological energy, and in his
work, he makes visible those markers of memories, personal experiences, and a sense of security, regardless of geographic location, a statement about his practice says.Suh is represented by Lehmann Maupin, and you
can explore more of the artist&#8217;s architectural sculptures, installations, and smaller works on the international gallery&#8217;s site.&nbsp;Home within Home (2019), polyester fabric, stainless steel, 292.91 x 325.59
x 316.93 inchesHome within Home (2019), polyester fabric, stainless steel, 292.91 x 325.59 x 316.93 inchesHome within Home (2019), polyester fabric, stainless steel, 292.91 x 325.59 x 316.93 inchesPassage/s
(2017)Passage/s (2017)Photograph by Bevan Roos. All images shared with permissionTo draw attention to the ongoing refugee crisis, an oversized puppet will traverse 8,000 kilometers on a route starting at the
Turkey-Syria border. From April to July 2021, Little Amal will travel across Greece, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, and France on a search to find her mother. To get back to school. To start a new life. The
international journey will end in the United Kingdom, with a celebration at Manchester International Festival. Good Chance
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