
Edel Rodriguez, Trump Mr. Postman (2020) (all images courtesy the artist)Political cartoonists have had a lot of work on their hands ever since Donald Trump won the election in 2016. His presidencyÂ threw the news
cycle, and American politics in general, into a frenzy. Edel Rodriguez, a New York-based painter and illustrator, is one of the most prolific among them. In recent years, he has produced biting cartoons against the Trump
administration on an almost daily basis, posting many of them on his InstagramÂ andÂ TwitterÂ pages.Rodriguez&#8217;s work has been featured on the covers and pages of leading publications like theÂ New
Yorker,Â Time Magazine,Â New York Times,Â Der Spiegel, and others. He has also illustrated nine children&#8217;s books and createdÂ film posters for PBS, among many other projects. His work has been displayed in
a number of exhibitions and is included in the collections of the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC, and the New Britain Museum of American Art in Connecticut.Edel Rodriguez, Trump Kid Golf (2020)Born in
Havana, Cuba, in 1971, Rodriguez came to the US as a refugee at the age of eight. His work carries the sensibilities of an immigrant, with cogent responses to the Trump administration&#8217;s strict immigration policies.
In one of his illustrations, the current president is seen directing his golf stick at an immigrant child coiled in front of him. A cover Rodriguez created for the German magazineÂ Der Spiegel, madeÂ shortly after theÂ white
nationalist march in CharlottesvilleÂ in 2017, shows the president wearing a Ku Klux Klan hood. Rodriguez has also produced agile responses to the events of 2020, from Trump&#8217;s mishandling of the COVID-19
pandemic to his efforts to disrupt and discredit mail-in voting, among other missteps and calamities.As Americans vote in record numbers, we caught Rodriguez for a conversation on his work and the uncertain times we
live through.Hyperallergic:Â You produce new work almost every day. Have you always been so prolific, or is it an outcome of the Trump era?Â Â Edel Rodriguez: I&#8217;ve always been drawing and painting, but lately
I&#8217;ve been focusing more on US politics because it feels more urgent to deal with these topics. Political cartoons are actually a small part of my artistic practice, but they&#8217;ve been getting the most attention
because the public is really concerned about these issues.Edel Rodriguez&#8217;s cover for the German magazine Der Spiegel, featuring Trump wearing a Ku Klux Klan hoodEdel Rodriguez, Trump COVID Flag
(2020)H: How does your background as a Cuban immigrant to the US inform your work and views?Â Â ER: Being an immigrant informs my views deeply. I think the US should be a country that welcomes immigrants and
refugees the way it has for hundreds of years. That&#8217;s not what&#8217;s happening now. I was welcomed into this country as a refugee from a communist dictatorship. Trump&#8217;s Muslim Ban was one of the
things that set me off to speak out about political issues.H: The common perception in American politics is that Cuban-Americans lean towards the Republican party. What&#8217;s your opinion on that?Â ER:
Trump&#8217;s propaganda has been enticing to Cuban-Americans. When you tell Cuban immigrants that you&#8217;re going to destroy totalitarianism in Cuba, as Trump did, of course they&#8217;re going to support
you. But has Trump done anything to end communism in Cuba? The answer is no.Edel Rodriguez, Shit Hole (2018) from the exhibition Apocalypse Now at Affenfaust Galerie in Hamburg, GermanyH: Are you anxious
about the results of this election?ER: I&#8217;m anxious; I think everybodyÂ is. There are a lot of causes for anxiety. This election will define this country to the rest of the world. If we elect Trump, we will be seen as a
country that reelected a fascist.I&#8217;m also tired. I want to get back to not having to think about politics every day. We spent the last four years riding a fast car with a drunk driver. I want to get off the ride and relax.H:
Your work is unabashedly critical of Trump and his administration. Do you consider your political cartoons to be a form of activism?Â ER: I&#8217;m a concerned citizen who thinks that artists should have the freedom to
express their opinions. I know that there are people who look at my work in places like Iran, Turkey, China, and Cuba who don&#8217;t have that freedom. With all the insanity that is happening, it&#8217;s important to
me to show that the United States is a country where people can still speak their minds openly.  A voter headed to the polls today in Minneapolis, Minnesota (by and courtesy Lorie Shaull/Flickr)In the months leading up to
Election Day in the US, November 3, artists, curators, and more have used their creativity to encourageÂ voters to get to the polls and raise awareness about voter suppression. Amid a global pandemic that has led to
profound losses and a growing movement againstÂ systemic racism, the stakes are high for the cultural sector in the 2020 election.Now that the day has finally come, Hyperallergic asked art workers and artists to share
their reflections on the voting process and on the months leading up to todayâ€™s critical ballot. We requested that respondents send in approximately one paragraph detailing their experiences exercising their civic duty
â€” whether they voted early, by mail, or in-person todayÂ â€” and the catalysts that led them to their decision. Ranging from anxious to hopeful, observations from these creatives can help us paint a picture of todayâ€™s
climate, and what they hope to see in the countryâ€™s future.Manal Abu-ShaheenArtwork made by Caroline Wells Chandler at Amy Khoshbin and Karen Finleyâ€™s interactive postcard-making session Vote, Vote
Again: Art in Action at Pratt Institute (courtesy Manal Abu-Shaheen)Iâ€™m registered to vote in NYC. I voted early in person on Monday, October 26; it took just 10 minutes. I have voted in every presidential election since
moving to the US in 2000. I am a dual citizen, Lebanese and American. My other home country, Lebanon, is ruled by a bunch of corrupt warlords. I vote because I know what itâ€™s like not to have a say in oneâ€™s
leadership. This year, more than ever, there was no choice to sit back or stay home. I voted for Biden/Harris for many reasons, but to put it simply, Trump and his administration embody so many of the characteristics of
the corrupt regimes I am familiar with. This was an inspiring election, and I learned a lot through getting involved with organizations likeÂ A.D.V.I.C.E (Artists and Designers VOTE to Inspire Civic
Engagement),Â Artists4Democracy, andÂ Walk the Walk 2020. Check out these groups and keep learning. The work does not end after a general election; itâ€™s necessary to get informed and vote in every election.La
Tanya S. AutryA selfie of La Tanya S. Autry wearing her I Voted sticker, wearing a t-shirt displaying Breonna Taylor&#8217;s name (courtesy La Tanya S. Autry)While I had planned to vote via absentee ballot, news
stories about backlogs at the post office prompted me to discard that idea. I didn&#8217;t even trust placing my completed ballot in the drop-off box because of reports about those being vandalized. Feeling stressed
about the possibility of increased racial violence because of the election, I opted to vote early in person. This past Sunday, I waited outside in high winds, rain, and hail for one and a half hours to submit my ballot at the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections in downtown Cleveland, Ohio. Too many of my ancestors were denied this right. I want my vote to count. I want a world where we have better possibilities for dismantling racial
terrorism.Kenseth ArmsteadKenseth Armstead wearing a surgical mask at the Brooklyn Museum for early voting in front of a KAWS sculpture (courtesy Kenseth Armstead)Prologue:Â Phillis Wheatley, while enslaved,
became the first published African American poet. In 1775 she sent a poem titled appropriately â€œTo His Excellency, George Washingtonâ€• to the Commander of our Continental Army. In the midst of the Revolutionary
War, which he was not winning, Washington responded and invited her to visit. Washington, the slave-owning Founding Father, and Wheatley, the enslaved, 20-year-old Founding Mother, miraculously broke bread
together in 1776. Imagine that transformative conversation.Present:Â Brooklyn Museum shadows, long, east to west, testing all three layers, mask and hoodie. One week before Election Day, I reflected upon the 20,000
enslaved Africans in New York in 1776 when Washington retreated; the 20% of the colonial and post-colonial population that was enslaved; and the 20% of Washingtonâ€™s army that was African in 1781, when the war
was won. Our flawed first president peacefully transferred power. This free African waited three hours leaning on Wheatleyâ€™s shoulders to ensure one more.Katherine BradfordKatherine Bradford holding a surgical
mask, with VOTE superimposed on her black T-shirt (courtesy Katherine Bradford)The line for early voting snaked around several blocks in my downtown NYC neighborhood. All those nice Democrats were six feet away
from each other, and no one was talking. After a few hours, the line approached a black wrought iron fence, which I grabbed and leaned against. Suddenly a young woman wearing a Volunteer sticker tapped me on the
shoulder and asked if she could escort me to the Senior line. â€œIs that legal?â€• I asked through my mask, and she replied, â€œItâ€™s not lethal at all.â€• She then led me to a door where one old man and his nurse
were standing. We were ushered past the waiting line into the voting place, and from that moment on, someone was at my side explaining what to do.Julie BuffaloheadA Julie Buffalohead artwork featuring a wolf holding a
sign with the words tone dead, with small American flags decorating its body (courtesy Julie Buffalohead)It has only been since 1965, with the passage of the Voting Rights Act, that all American Indians and Alaska
Natives had their voting rights guaranteed in all US states. Currently, in 2020, many American Indian people are still encountering voting barriers. The prevention of IDs issued by tribal authorities and the barring of PO
box use instead of physical addresses are becoming pretexts for continued suppression. Six out of 10 Native voters support the Biden ticket in expectation of these and other issues being positively addressed in Indian
country. Many Republican and Independent Native voters have also supported Biden. As a member of the Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma, I voted for Harris and Biden by mail from St. Paul, Minnesota. For the last six months, I
have worked on a series of political artworks about facets of our crisis, most recently in collaboration with Highpoint Printmaking Center in Minneapolis, with a series of lithographs.Sam DurantSam Durant, wearing an I
voted sticker with his face obscured by a flower (courtesy Sam Durant)I am registered to vote in California, the last place I lived before moving to Germany. I voted by mail and was helped out by the org called Dems
Abroad. Even though I live in Berlin, I havenâ€™t been sleeping for the last weeks and my stomach is in knots. The city is filled with reminders of the horrors of fascism, all I can think about is how close America is to this
very possibility. The Nazis seized power quickly and decisively because good people didnâ€™t think it would happen. And now American is on the verge. If you havenâ€™t voted yet, get to the polls! If you have voted,
help others to get to the polls. It is an emergency. But voting is only the first step, and merely saying no to Trumpism is not enough. Letâ€™s keep building the momentum of the Green New Deal and Black Lives Matter
into an international movement for all people. My dear homo sapiens, cyborgs, hybrids, and extraterrestrials, we are all in this together.Edouard Duval CarriÃ©Edouard Duval CarriÃ© wearing an I voted sticker (courtesy
Edouard Duval CarriÃ©)I am registered to vote in Miami and I chose to mail in my ballot, which was done two weeks ago now. I have checked to see if my ballot has counted, and it fortunately has. To tell you frankly, I am
over the circus created by our current administration and I cannot wait to see them go. Their treatment of the pandemic crisis has been more than ludicrous for being the first world nation that we are. We, as artists, are
rather vulnerable to such upheaval in society. Many agencies and organizations have gone in overdrive to help the situation, but with so much contradiction in how to deal with it, things are still postponed indefinitely. I
hope that with a hopefully new administration, directives will be construed in a much more humane fashion.W. J. T. MitchellThe Vortex of Time, showing the four vectors that converge in the decisive moment of November
3, 2020 (by and courtesy W. J. T. Mitchell)The Calm at the Eye of the Hurricane: I feel st
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