
Most Americans have a positive attitude towards arts and humanities, a new study reports. But their relationship to art and art history varies significantly according to their political leanings, socioeconomic status, and
gender.  The study, conducted in the fall of 2019, surveyed a nationally representative sample of 5,015 American adults about their engagement with and attitudes toward different disciplines of humanities (art, history,
literature, philosophy, etc.) The extensive survey, coordinated by the American Academy of Arts and Sciencesâ€™s Humanities Indicators project, was made possible with funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
According to the study, 80% of American adults hold a very favorable or somewhat favorable view of the arts (35% reported the former). However, subjects like science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
received higher favorability rates between 85-90%. &nbsp; The respondents reported a positive view of the arts, but only 11% of them said they visit art museums or attend arts events regularly, while another 29% said
they do so â€œsometimes.â€• Americans with a college degree are more likely than those with a high school education or less to participate in art events; however, education is not found to be predictive of literary event
attendance.A breakdown of the favorability responses by discipline: 35% of Americans view the arts as very favorable; 45% as somewhat favorable; 16% as somewhat unfavorable; and 4% as very unfavorable (courtesy
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences) The study adds that higher-income Americans are more likely to have visited art museums or attended art events, but&nbsp;they are less&nbsp;likely to attend poetry and
literary events. It also found that Latinx and Black Americans are nearly three times as likely to have frequently attended poetry or literature readings and other literary events as white Americans; the youngest adults
among Black and Latinx communities (ages 18-29) are more than twice as likely to attend these events as those 45 and older.Overall, Americans across all demographics have displayed a positive attitude toward the
terms arts&nbsp;and the&nbsp;humanities. However, self-identified liberals are 26% more likely than conservatives to have a very favorable view of the&nbsp;arts. Asked about the value of art studies in the school
system, only half of the respondents agreed that it is important that Kâ€“12 students learn art history and appreciation (the lowest level of support among the 10 humanities subjects in the survey). These results differ by
gender identification: More than half of women (55%) consider art history and appreciation critical for a childâ€™s education, compared to 44% of men.And when asked if they wish they had taken more art history or
appreciation courses in school, only&nbsp;22% responded positively. A gender divide was observed here as well: 26% of women hold this view compared to just 19% of men. This divide continues across political
preferences also, as conservatives are markedly less likely than liberals and slightly less likely than moderates to consider art history as important in young people&#8217;s education. Conservatives are also substantially
less likely to wish that art history had been a bigger part of their education. Still, a slim minority (12%) believes that art is best taught outside of school. And finally, a telling factoid: only 10% of Americans recall their
parents discussing art frequently.How Do Americans Feel About the Arts? A New Survey Offers Insights is from Hyperallergic, a forum for serious, playful, and radical thinking about art in the world today.  Ronald S.
Lauder, the honorary chairman of the Museum of Modern Art&#8217;s (MoMA) board of trustees, donated $200,000 to President Donald Trump&#8217;s re-election campaign, according to  Forbes. Lauder, whose
fortune is estimated at $4 billion, is the youngest son of the late cosmetics magnate EstÃ©e Lauder. The billionaire served as MoMA&#8217;s chairman for a decade between 1995-2005. He has been the
museum&#8217;s honorary chairman since 2007. Lauder also serves as the president of the World Jewish Congress, and he has informally advised Trump on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. According to Forbes, Lauder
did not contribute to Trump&#8217;s campaign in 2016. The report also reveals that Stephen Schwarzman, a trustee at the Frick Collection in New York, made a donation of $699,400 to Trump&#8217;s 2020 campaign.
Schwarzman, whose net worth is estimated at $16.8 billion, is co-founder of the investment company Blackstone. With $545 billion in assets, Blackstone is considered the world&#8217;s largest private&nbsp;equity firm.
Like Lauder, Schwarzman&#8217;s sizeable donation to the Trump campaign is his first. MoMA and the Frick have not responded to Hyperallergic&#8217;s immediate requests for comment. MoMA and Frick Trustees
Shelled Out $900K Combined to Trumpâ€™s Campaign is from Hyperallergic, a forum for serious, playful, and radical thinking about art in the world today.  The below is an excerpt of four posters featured in 100 Posters
That Changed the World by Colin Salter, a collection of the world&#8217;s most memorable, provocative, best-selling and groundbreaking posters. The book, published by Pavilion and Rizzoli, is available online.
***Anti-Slavery Campaigns (1788â€“1865)Anti-Slavery Poster (Â© Public domain)The abolition of slavery in the Western World was a struggle long fought for. In America only a civil war could end a practice many of the
nationâ€™s founders firmly supported. In Britain the governing powers were just as complicit, but a poster helped sway public opinion.Itâ€™s a little known fact that in 1315 the King of France outlawed slavery in France.
Unfortunately it remained legal elsewhere in his Empire and those of other imperial powers for another five hundred years. The growing sense that slavery was immoral reached a tipping point in the later eighteenth
century. Quakers in America and Britain raised their voices in objection and were joined by other nonconformist denominations.At that time Africans were routinely sold into slavery by other Africans or simply kidnapped by
white slave traders and shipped to the New World. There they were auctioned off like cattle and sold on in the same way. Posters survive which announce such sales. In Britain a very different poster appeared in 1788. It
was designed to shock, and as such constitutes one of the earliest examples of a poster used as propaganda.The poster carried the now famous diagram of the slave ship Brookes, packed to the gunwales with 478
slaves in appallingly cramped conditions. The Brookes routinely sailed from its base in Liverpool to the Atlantic coast of North Africa to pick up slaves to trade in North America. The ship was licensed to carry 454
â€œpassengers,â€• but was known to have carried more than 700 on occasion. Each was given a space six feet long and one foot four inches wide, with little headroom because of the practice of adding extra mezzanine
levels between the shipâ€™s original decks.The Brookes slave ship drawing (Â© Alamy)The Brookes poster was designed by Plymouth members of the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade, formed a
year earlier in a printshop in London. It was widely distributed and played a significant role in raising awareness of the issue. Within three years the abolitionist William Wilberforce was sufficiently encouraged to promote a
parliamentary bill making the slave trade illegal. It failed, but Wilberforce and his colleagues persisted and in February 1807 Britain at last outlawed the North Atlantic slave trade.The United States followed suit a month
later. But supporters of slavery in both countries were quick to take advantage of the fact that, although importing slaves was now illegal, owning slaves was not. In Britain it took a further Act of Parliament in 1833 to ban
slavery itself. In the US the practice continued, sadly, for many more years. In the cotton-growing southern states, slavery was formally legalized in 1850, and the slave population actually increased as the children of
slaves were themselves enslaved and traded between owners. It took a civil war to bring about the final emancipation of American slaves in 1865.France meanwhile had abolished slavery in 1794 in the wake of the
French Revolution, but reinstated it under Napoleon as a way of controlling its colonies. It wasnâ€™t until 1905 that France finally outlawed it in its West African possessions.Vaccination Posters (1861â€“1999)Smallpox
Vaccination poster (Â© Alamy)As the world has rediscovered during the recent coronavirus pandemic, health matters may require urgent action. If you need to issue an alert, even in the television age, it can be quicker
and more efficient to print posters and put them where those affected â€” or infected â€” can see them.In the 18th century smallpox was the biggest cause of death in Europe, taking the lives of 400,000 people a year.
Those it didnâ€™t kill were usually left blinded or disfigured. After Edward Jenner produced the first smallpox vaccine in 1796, the government wanted it to be used as widely as possible to bring the terrifying disease
under control. Vaccinations were made free for the poor in 1840, and the government passed the Vaccination Act of 1853, which made immunization compulsory for infants in their first three months of life.The 19th
century was an era when the modern state was coming into being, and the vaccination issue provided a focus for anxieties about power, class and liberty, as well as the patronizing bearing of the Victorian medical
establishment. Concerned parents feared putting their children through the procedure and other groups felt that mandatory vaccination was a violation of their personal autonomy. Others objected on religious grounds, or
in the belief that vaccines were ineffective and based on bogus science. In 1885, 100,000 protesters marched through Leicester and beheaded an effigy of Edward Jenner.MMR Vaccination poster Â© Public Health
EnglandAs numbers of those taking up the vaccine fell, the government had to increase its efforts to persuade the population of its necessity. Fortunately, those efforts worked. From the 1930s onwards, the disease was
virtually nonexistent in the United Kingdom and smallpox was finally eradicated throughout the world in 1977.In 1998 history repeated itself when physician Andrew Wakefield convinced large numbers of people of a link
between the MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella) vaccine and autism. Wakefield had falsified his test results; his thesis was completely discredited and he was struck off the medical register in 2004. But public
confidence in MMR and other vaccination programmes was seriously shaken.Fearing the loss of the countryâ€™s herd immunity to three childhood diseases, Tony Blairâ€™s government set aside millions of pounds to
educate parents. As well as posting advice on the internet, it continued a conventional paper campaign of leaflets and posters which had been run since the introduction of the vaccine in 1988, urging parents to â€œgive
your child something you never hadâ€• â€” the triple vaccine. Despite the poster campaign, bogus stories have re-emerged on social media and the fact that the WHO have now withdrawn the UKâ€™s measles-free
status shows how the disease can spread thanks to the vector of Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.Careless Talk Costs Lives (1939) Careless Talk Costs Lives (Â© Alamy)At the start of World War II the need for
vigilance on the home front was greater than ever. Posters urging the civilian population to watchfulness had to strike a balance between over-authoritarian commands and too-casual advice which might fail to get the
message across.World War II presented new threats. Aerial warfare had come into its own, as both the US and the UK found to their cost in Hitlerâ€™s Blitzkrieg on London and Japanâ€™s attack on Pearl Harbor. The
development of submarine warfare curtailed Britainâ€™s ability to import food and raw materials. And on both fronts the war was a premeditated act in which Hitler and Tojo had had time to establish agents of espionage
in their chosen enemyâ€™s territories.In Britain, some people were open in their admiration for Hitler. Oswald Mosley even imitated him as leader of the British Union of Fascists with his paramilitary force known as the
Blackshirts. With all that in mind, and with so many civilians involved in various capacities in the war effort, the â€œCareless Talk Costs Livesâ€• campaign urged discretion. There were several strands to the campaign
and posters placed in and around British ports were sombre graphic illustrations of the danger to shipping. â€œNever mention ship sailing dates, cargoes or destinations to ANYONE,â€• they demanded, beneath
greyscale pencil drawings of spies in pubs and radio operators in sinking ships.Those aimed at the 
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