
All images Â© Matthew Chambers, shared with permissionAt once minimal and endlessly confounding, the elegant ceramic vessels that Matthew Chambers (previously) creates are precisely scaled iterations of the same
shape. His hypnotic sculptures are comprised of individual, wheel-thrown pieces in varying sizes that are embedded within a larger form. Each abstract work is unique in color and position, sometimes displaying single
monochromatic rings at incongruent angles or striped colors flush in alignment.In a note to Colossal, Chambers says his most recent pieces are an experiment in allowing the inner pattern to pop from the outer vessel.
The process is essentially the reverse of how most of my other forms are made, and it&#8217;s still very much in the early stages of working it out, he says. Iâ€™ve also started making some upright vessel forms where
the circles twist around the outside of the form from top to bottom, but again these are still very much in the early stages.Chambers, who&#8217;s based in St. Lawrence on the Isle of Wight, has amassed an extensive
archive in the last few years, which you can dive into on his site and Instagram. If you&#8217;re in London., you can see some of his pieces on view now at Alveston Fine Art and this February with Cavaliero Finn at
Collect Art Fair. He&#8217;ll also show works this coming July at Cornwall&#8217;s New Craftsman Gallery.&nbsp;Suffice to say, 2021 has been an emotional rollercoaster, so it&#8217;s no surprise that the short films
topping Colossal&#8217;s list span the gamut: there are uncomfortable situations of poor (and relatable) office etiquette, heartwrenching indictments of the injustices around us, and purely fun works of animation.
We&#8217;ve listed the most-watched shorts here and included a few extras in case you need to escape from end-of-year work projects or family gatherings.&nbsp;ï»¿Moonwalk by Nalle SjobladNalle
Sjobladâ€™sÂ â€œMoonwalkâ€• uses brutal Home Alone-esque sequences of poor planning, office rage, and failure to appreciate even basic spatial relationships in order to remind us that the most uncomfortable,
humiliating scenarios only last for a moment.&nbsp;ï»¿Career Limiting by Anna MantzarisSwedish director Anna Mantzaris follows a mischievous character through a series of wildly inappropriate misdeeds and poor
office etiquette. Created collaboratively by Passion Pictures and Saatchi &amp; Saatchi New Zealand, the lighthearted-turned-sincere short film compares snipping off a coworkerâ€™s tie or wreaking workplace havoc to
the unfair penalties of being a mother.&nbsp;Voice Above Water by Dana FrankoffEach day, 90-year-old Wayan gathers his nets and mesh sacks and sets his small boat out on the coast of Bali, although he&#8217;s
adapted his routine in recent years: rather than harvesting food for his family and community, he scoops up wrappers, bottles, and other refuse and carries the discarded material back to the beach for recycling. San
Francisco-based director Dana Frankoff visits Wayan at his coastal home in her impactful debut â€œVoice Above Water.&nbsp;ï»¿Save Ralph by Arch Model StudioCreated for the Humane Society of the United States,
â€œSave Ralphâ€• is a poignant and heartbreaking critique of animal testing. It follows a modest rabbit whose life revolves around his role as a product tester and chronicles his struggles to brush his teeth, back pain,
and a harsh round of trials for various beauty-related goods.&nbsp;ï»¿Dead Meat by Adnan Peer MohamedSelfish, hungry, and more cunning than he appears, the zany seagull in Adnan Peer Mohamedâ€™s â€œDead
Meatâ€• sends feathers flying. The animated short opens with the creature scouring a boardwalk for food, and after mistaking a bolt for a snack, he snatches an entire hotdog only to find a fellow bird is after the same
sausage.&nbsp;We also enjoyed: Pascal Schelbli&#8217;s poignant animation that reimagines plastic waste as ocean life, Roman De Giuliâ€™s mesmerizing timelapse of ink gushing across the earth like water, and
Patrick Smith&#8217;s hypnotic short film that rhythmically spins through 3,745 masks from around the world.All images Â© Rainlook, shared with permissionSoaring more than 22,000 feet above the landscape, the frigid
Meili mountain range sits at the edge of Yunnan&#8217;s Deqin County in the Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and borders the phenomenal Three Parallel Rivers, a UNESCO world heritage site where the Jinsha,
Mekong, and Salween each run alongside each other but never converge. The imposing landmark, while steeped in cultural and historical significance, is majestic and sublime in its own right, features Shenzhen-based
photographer Rainlook captures in a new series. Taken around 6 a.m., the images are shot when the first break of sunlight shines on the snow-streaked terrain, casting the mountain peaks in an ethereal glow while
leaving the rest in nighttime shadows. We&#8217;ve gathered some of Rainlook&#8217;s photos here, but you can see the entire series on Behance.&nbsp;Idali (Angel of Entanglement) by Katja Novitskova, KÃ©vin
Bray, and Alexandra Martens on display at the Voice NFT Exhibition during Miami Art Week, 2021Estonian installation artist Katja Novitskovaâ€™s art career started with a collaborationâ€”a curatorial projectâ€”so itâ€™s
fitting that she continues to excel in opportunities that involve working with other artists.Her latest project, a six-piece NFT series of Angels, represents an ecological concept that permeates throughout and defines our
world. For this ambitious project, Novitskova collaborated with artists KÃ©vin Bray and Alexandra Martens Serrano to portray the visual identity of non-human entities: animals, bacteria, molecular structures, and
more.The artists used machine learning to generate renderings of contemporary ecological concepts in the form of abstract synthetic beings, made of light and digital genomes. Each piece is inspired by the variety and
cryptic descriptions of angels from the ancient world (such as Kalkydra, also called the Carriers of the Sunâ€™s Heat; Laylah, the Angel of Night and Conception; and Azariel, also known as Waters of the Earth).â€œThe
idea is that we are making an abstract matter that is somewhat alive and is animated via subtle breathing or movement or other processes,â€• she says. The six artworks can also be seen as six days of creation, with
abstract matter gaining its voice and assembling into something living: 3D models of organic shapes like proteins, primitive creatures, living cells, eggs, and molecules.Novitskova was selected for the Voice NFT
Residency by Myriam Ben Salah, a Tunisian-French curator who currently serves as the director and chief curator of the Renaissance Society in Chicago. In pursuit of the residencyâ€™s theme, Raise Our Voice,
Novitskova asked herself a series of questions: â€œWhose voice is being ignored? Whose voice can I present thatâ€™s an unexpected character?â€•Novitskova has always been obsessed with biotechnologies, a
passion that turns beautiful in the collection, which she describes as â€œNFTs that represent the vision of another being.â€•View the works only on the carbon-neutral NFT platform Voice.&nbsp;Osifarih (Angel of
Contamination) by Katja Novitskova, KÃ©vin Bray, and Alexandra MartensIllustrations of the elegant atlas moth and paper kite and orange-barred sulphur butterflies fly through a new trio of analog animations by J.C.
Fontanive. The Cleveland-born artist created a sleek flipbook machine while he was a student at the Royal College of Art back in 2004 and has since craftedÂ myriad designs featuring birds and insects that fly around the
small, metallic frame. His most recent works bring the 2D Lepidoptera to life as they burst into a flurry of quick movements, and the individual paper cards emit a subtle whirring, similar to that of fluttering wings. Flipping
pages make these handmade sculptures live in real sound and space. Creatures flit and flicker by to awaken the poetry of movement and inspire through nature and invention, Fontanive says in a statement.You can see
the trio in action on Vimeo and shop available sculptures on the Flipbook Machine site. Follow the artist&#8217;s projects on Instagram.&nbsp;ï»¿All images Â© Kate Malone, courtesy of Adrian Sassoon, shared with
permissionKent-based ceramicist Kate Malone mimics the plaited texture of a basket with her series of woven vessels. The wide-mouthed vases and small, covered boxes are wrapped in rolled strips of clay that the artist
threads through small gashes in the surface of the pot. Long, vertical bars structure the braided effect, which wraps horizontally around each form. Initially inspired by passementerie, baskets, and all things woven, for this
series, I intended to imitate a woven surface on my ceramics. My practice is to create a core shape, then decorate the surface, she says.Malone tells Colossal that she gravitates toward crystalline glazes in greens, blues,
and a warm honey tone, although she&#8217;s started to incorporate bright base materials in her most recent pieces. These glazes tend to run down the surface and combine, which prevents the creation of neat
horizontal lines, so the pre-colored clays are an attempt to keep surface color in place, she says.In addition to the twisted pieces shown here, Malone&#8217;s body of work comprises ceramic pieces in a variety of
textures and shapes, which you can see at Adrian Sasson where she is represented. Head to Instagram for a look at her studio and a deeper dive into her practice.&nbsp;All images Â© Lucia Heffernan, shared with
permissionCalm, flexible, and undeniably adorable, Lucia Heffernanâ€™s brood of chicks would likely be the star students of any yoga class. The fluffy creatures curl into backends, contort into triangles, and stretch their
feathered little bodies into warriors and dancers in perfect alignment. Heffernan is showing the lunging and twisting characters through December 15 at CODA Gallery in Palm Desert, California, and even though all
originals are sold, you can still shop prints on Etsy and see the entire troupe on Instagram.Â You also might enjoy Bruno Pontiroli&#8217;s backache-inducing wildlife.&nbsp;Images Â© NacaÌ•sa &amp; Partners Inc.,
courtesy of HermeÌ€s Japon and Zim &amp; ZouEquipped with joysticks and panels of gauges and knobs, an intricately constructed spaceship built by Zim &amp; Zou (previously) navigates through a starry expanse of
whimsical planets and alien creatures. The pink-and-blue craft, which was designed as a window display for HermeÌ€s, is the latest project from the French artists, whose elaborate scenes and characters are constructed
from precisely cut paper sculptures. This fantastical work, titled â€œJourney of a Lifetime, peers over the adventurous protagonist, who traverses an unknown world amidst a chaotic scene of levers, monitors, and tea
that&#8217;s flung into the air of the weightless environment. You can see details from the installation and more of Zim &amp; Zou&#8217;s work on Behance and Instagram.&nbsp;With their most recent project Affiches
Artifices, French designers Marion Pinaffo and RaphaÃ«l Pluvinage might have sparked a new poster trend with a little extra flare. The duo created a dozen geometric motifs that, at first glance, appear as simple glittering
arches and circular patterns. Once ignited by a match, though, the forms light up in a spectacular blend of incandescent bursts and multi-color flames.To produce the controlled burns, Pinaffo and Pluvinage coated
fire-resistant paper with distinct markings that when lit on one end, create a clear path for the flame to follow, and although the posters are left charred, the original design remains. As &#8216;pyrotechnic ink&#8217;
doesn&#8217;t exist as such, we spend a lot of time in our workshop looking for the right way of mixing and printing such chemicals. After hundreds of failed attempts, we finally found the right way, the duo told Creative
Boom. The visuals and sound effects are physically programmed on paper directly, depending on the length and path of gunpowder.Watch the short video below to see the incendiary creations in action, and explore more
from Pinaffo and Pulvinage on Instagram.&nbsp;ï»¿All images Â© Russ Mills, shared with permissionArtist Russ Mills (previously) describes his chaotic, illustrated portraits as being ruled by the absurd. Bright bursts of
color, paint splatters, and doodles scrawl across the canvas and surround single figures with a mishmash of markings. I try to convey the ridiculousness of the world we all share in a way that only I really relate to, he tells
Colossal.Currently based near Brighton, Mills balances analog and digital techniques in his pract
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