
ï»¿Nata Metlukhâ€™s animation Awkward lives up to its name as it transports viewers right back to the last time they bumbled a handshake or didn&#8217;t properly judge the distance during a parallel park. Through
uncomfortable and comical scenarios, the San Francisco-based animator captures many of the embarrassing moments even the most graceful folks experience: a man&#8217;s stomach growls loudly, another
enthusiastically waves at a stranger, and a simple haircut goes awry. Despite their innocuous nature, the situations exude uneasiness.Earlier this year, Awkward was awarded Best Short Film of the Year at Promofest in
Spain.Â For more of Metlukh&#8217;s humorous animations, visit Vimeo, Instagram, and her site, where she shares a collection of quirky gifs.&nbsp;All images Â© Slinkachu, shared with permissionAt first
glance,Â Slinkachuâ€™s scenes might appear to be a heap of multi-colored pills or a mess of children&#8217;s toys left behind on a London street corner. Closer inspection, however, reveals minuscule figures navigating
human-sized items as if they occupy an alternate, miniature world occurring in sidewalk alcoves and planter boxes. Characters find themselves in a sea of medication that&#8217;s reminiscent of arcade ball pits, while
others create a tower to fend off a nearby bee that&#8217;s triple each of their heights. Imbued with humor, the site-specific scenes often comment on contemporary social issues.Since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, Slinkachu (previously) has shifted to creating works in his home to minimize exposure to passersby. Although many of his projects were canceled or postponed, the Natural History Museum commissioned both
the mushroom and bee works shown below for its Urban Nature project, a biologically diverse green space in central London. My work has always reflected the sense of isolation and loneliness that a big city can imbue,
but the isolation of being inside is new to me, he shares with Colossal. These were recreations of small parts of city streets built in my living room with concrete paving slabs and weeds and moss. The shift in venue has
the British artist reconsidering parts of his practice:It was a bit surreal recreating the outside world inside, but it has opened up new possibilities for me to create narrative images. By experimenting with mixing miniature
sets and photographic backdrops, I&#8217;ve had many ideas about creating images that are not always possible to create outside on a real street without digital manipulation. It is different from my usual street work but
a new avenue to explore.Follow Slinkachu&#8217;s latest installations on Instagram, and pick up a puzzle or print of his miniature figures from Affenfaust Galerie.&nbsp;Bob Ross on the set of The Joy of Painting. All
images Â© Minnetrista, shared with permissionIn the small city of Muncie, Indiana stands a three-story house with white columns lining the front stoop. Now unassuming, the brick structure formerly featured a sign at its
entrance reading WIPB TV, denoting the camera crew inside recording beloved icon Bob Ross, who filmed more than 400 episodes of The Joy of Painting in the space from 1983 to 1994. Today, the house has been
transformed to honor the legacy of the PBS artist, whose joyful manner and positivity inspired his devoted fans for more than a decade.Formally called the Bob Ross Experience, the $1.2 million permanent exhibit and
masterclass series pays homage to the painter by recreating the set where his soothing voice echoed instructions on blending pinks and blues for a sky or adding highlights. A rotating selection of his original paintings, like
Gray Mountain and Sunset Aglow, line the home, which also features a 1980s-style living room complete with a plaid lounger. His personal items, including keys and hair pick, are on display, along with memorabilia
celebrating Ross. Other than the artist&#8217;s palette knife, easel, and brushes, many of the artifacts are free to touch.&nbsp;The studioOpened in October, the museum is housed at the Lucius L. Ball House on the
Minnetrista campus, a year-round gathering place with historic buildings, children&#8217;s entertainment, and workshops. About a half-mile up the street, the interactive exhibit continues in a building where Certified Ross
Instructors teach masterclasses a few times each month. Participants are encouraged to embrace happy little accidents, just as Ross advocated in his episodesâ€”many of which are available to watch on YouTubeâ€”as
they paint serene landscapes, sunsets, and wildlife.In the coming months, Minnetrista organizers plan to convert the upper levels of the house into gallery and studio space, according to The New York Times. To follow
updates on the renovations or book your own Bob Ross Experience, visit the organization&#8217;s site.&nbsp;Ross&#8217;s brushesThe Lucius L. Ball House, where Ross filmed The Joy of PaintingThe entrance to the
museumThe living room of the Bob Ross ExperienceArtifacts on display in the museumA Certified Ross Instructor teaches a masterclassAll images Â© Diana Sudyka, shared with permissionTwenty-seven years ago
while studying at the University of Illinois, illustrator Diana Sudyka (previously) retrieved a bundle of postcards from a dumpster. The ephemeral correspondence revealed a relationship between farmers and workers from
the Harvard area and a man named John Dwyer, either their accountant or investor who lived throughout Chicago, Cicero, and Berwyn. Dated from 1939 to 1942, the short letters generally contained information about
livestock sales and farm expenses.Now based in the Chicago area, Sudyka repurposes the envelopes as canvases for her watercolor and gouache paintings of flora and fauna native to the Midwest. I have a strong
attachment to the envelopes for various reasons, not least of which is that I was born and raised in Illinois, and spent a good deal of time in rural areas of the state, she shares with Colossal. The penmanship, patina, and
markings on the paper all inform her decisions to reflect a particular shrub or beetle duo amongst the remaining postmark and stamp. I am drawn to the beauty of the handwriting on the envelopes, and the variation in the
inks used, she says, also noting her affinity for the assembled artworks of late artist Joseph Cornell.Through delicate depictions of squirrels and long-legged herons, the illustrator connects her own experience enjoying the
region&#8217;s bucolic settings with the decades-old content of the letters. I often think about the wildlife that I saw as a child in those rural areas, unaware at the time of how much agriculture had already altered the land.
And now as an adult, so much of both wildlife and those family farms are gone. The envelope paintings are my homage to both, she says.Prints of Sudyka&#8217;s postcard illustrations, which you can follow on
Instagram, are available on her site.&nbsp;Flying squirrelHeronGrey tree frogBarn owlLeft: Milkweed. Right: Pawpaw treeBlue salamanderUnderwing mothComfort Zone, ceramic with glaze, 12.5 x 7 x 7 inches. All images
Â© Calvin Ma, courtesy of Foster/White Gallery, shared with permissionIn his ongoing series titled Blend In: Making Home, artistÂ Calvin Ma (previously) conveys an incessant need to belong through a quirky character
camouflaging itself as different birds. From owls to pigeons to Mandarin ducks, the precisely hued costumes envelop the figure in a mass of feathers and scaled footwear. The artist textures the ceramic sculptures by
hand, etching countless lines into every plume.Each species represents an emotion or experience tied to social anxiety, which Ma bolsters with corresponding environments, like a birch cage or flower-lined nest. Being
shy, timid, and a bit socially awkward is something that will always be a part of me. The goal is to come to terms with it and grow from it, the artist says of his own experience.If you&#8217;re in Seattle, head to
Foster/White Gallery where Ma&#8217;s anthropomorphic pieces are on view through November 21. To see the works-in-progress, check out the artist&#8217;s Instagram.&nbsp;In The Wind, ceramic with glaze, 13 x 11
x 8 inchesBreak Free, ceramic with glaze, 13 x 9 x 9 inchesLeft: Making Home, ceramic with glaze, 17 x 12 x 9 inches. Right: Out of the Woods, ceramic with glaze, 11 x 6 x 6 inchesFirst Step, ceramic with glaze, 14 x 7 x
6 inchesHover, ceramic with glaze, 14 x 10 x 8 inchesLeft: Nesting, ceramic with glaze, 10 x 7 x 6 inches. Right: Time And Again, ceramic with glaze, 12 x 11 x 8 inchesFleeting, ceramic with glaze, 16 x 29 x 8 inchesAll
images Â© Takashi Murakami/Kaikai Kiki Co., Ltd., by Kenson Noel, shared with permissionTakashi Murakami recently transformed a sterile PET/CT scan suite at Childrenâ€™s National Hospital in Washington, D.C.,
into an uplifting garden of smiling flowers. The Japanese artist&#8217;s signature motif lines the walls and wraps around the machine itself, making the otherwise stark space less intimidating for its adolescent patients as
they undergo the often lengthy and uncomfortable scanning procedure. The vibrant installation was completed in collaboration with RxArt, a nonprofit that commissions artists to create large-scale works for
children&#8217;s healthcare spaces. For more from RxArt and Murakami, visit Instagram.Â (via Spoon &amp; Tamago)&nbsp;Caring for pets has a lengthy list of physical and mental health benefits, and studies show
that folks who aren&#8217;t quite ready to commit to a rambunctious pup can find similar solace in a marine pal. The aquatic enthusiast behind Foo the Flowerhorn recently released a video series documenting the DIY
building process for a home ecosystem, in addition to capturing the organisms&#8217; intrepid natures. Conveying thoughtful methods for balancing inter-species relationships, the tutorial is also an example of
aquascaping, or the art of aquarium design (dive into the world of competitive aquascaping here).Beginning with a 7.6-gallon aquarium, the video chronicles the assembly of a volcano-shaped rock formation, which serves
as a filter despite being enveloped by algae, and a custom-built cover to keep the adventurous creatures inside. Every species is introduced to the ecosystem in a specific order to ensure their chances of survival. The
plants, snails, Amano shrimp, and tetras are added early on, with the territorial Siamese Fighting Fish following after ten days. Adding a betta into this mix is risky. He is a chirpy little fellow, and Iâ€™m a little worried
about the shrimp, especially. He has tried to catch the tetras here and there but soon realized that there is absolutely no chance of him catching one, the designer said. (via The Kids Should See This)&nbsp;All images Â©
NÃ“S, by Olivier Bousquet, Eloa Defly, RaphaÃ«l Thibodeau, Alex Lesage, and Charles Laurence ProulxAlong the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, sandy drifts swell and surge in a massive mural by the Canadian
architecture firm NÃ“S. Aptly named Moving Dunes, the anamorphic artwork is comprised of neutral-toned lines that undulate along the walkway, creating a deceptive path mimicking deserts and beaches. Chrome
spheres sporadically appear along the street in order to reflect the surrounding architecture and rippling patterns on the ground.The 2018 project coincided with the museum&#8217;s exhibition, From Africa to the
Americas: Face-to-face Picasso, Past and Present, which prompted NÃ“S to evoke the perspective-bending approach of cubist painters. Moving Dunes was chosen after an annual call for proposals to install a large-scale
artwork on the Avenue de MusÃ©e. Follow NÃ“S&#8217;s latest designs and illusory projects on Instagram. (via designboom)&nbsp;All images Â© Hufton + Crow, shared with permissionA year since its opening, the
snow-free ski hill and entertainment hub that sits above a waste-to-energy power plant in Copenhagen is fully open to outdoor enthusiasts. New aerial photographs from Hufton+Crow capture the rooftop complex
Copenhill (previously) through a blanket of fog, revealing the now lush landscaping that lines hiking trails and visitors as they peer out over the surrounding water. The multi-use site, which is located at the Amager
Resource Centre, even has the world&#8217;s tallest climbing wall, an 80-meter-high rock structure that scales the entirety of the building.Copenhill is the project of Danish architectural firmÂ BIG and is the highest
outlook in the capital city. The new complex also boasts multi-faceted energy reuse, with the indoor plant converting waste into heat for residents&#8217; homes, while 
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