
All images Â© Yellena James, courtesy of Stephanie Chefas Projects, shared with permissionUsing a combination of acrylics, gouache, and ink, Yellena James cultivates brightly-hued ecosystems ripe with lines, patterns,
and nature-based motifs. The Portland-based artist paints organic forms that resemble both marine species like coral and kelp in addition to full-bloom flowers, creating brilliant, labyrinth-like ecosystems.Â Although
Prussian blue ink has been a mainstay in James&#8217;s practice for years, she recently discovered that the specific color serves as a remedy for certain toxic metal poisonings. This realization spurred the series shown
here, which is aptly named Antidote. Each work features the vibrant hue in some capacity.If you&#8217;re in Portland, check out James&#8217;s solo show at Stephanie Chefas Projects through October 10. To see the
artist&#8217;s works in progress, head to Instagram, and try your hand at similar drawings with James&#8217;s book, Star, Branch, Spiral, Fan: Learn to Draw from Nature&#8217;s Perfect Design Structures. (via
Supersonic Art)&nbsp;We&#8217;re thrilled that our editor-in-chief, Christopher Jobson, is curatingÂ the winter issue (#24) of Create! Magazine. Founded by Ekaterina Popova in 2013, the independent arts publication
has an international audience of more than 170,000 readers. Create! spans both digital and print platforms and hosts a podcast featuring contemporary artists, curators, and entrepreneurs (check out Popova and
Jobson&#8217;s conversation earlier this year on the future of art media).To be considered for the next issue, submit your work before November 1, and a portion of all fees will be donated to the Tessera Arts Collective
and Black Girls Who Paint. Get all the details and guidelines on Create! Magazine&#8217;s site, and remember that Colossal Members receive 20% off everything in the store.&nbsp;A tame fox poses in front of the sign
pointing the way to Pripyat from the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. All images Â© Darmon Richter/FUEL Publishing, shared with permissionAfter embarking on both permitted and illegal ventures into the Chernobyl
Exclusion Zone, British writer and photographer Darmon Richter was able to document the ghostly ruins and abandoned structures throughout the hazardous region. He captures eerie Cold War-era relics in a series of
mysterious photographs, including a paint-curling mural venerating Soviet heroes and the room where the initial malfunction, which decimated an area now part of Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia, occurred in 1986. Decades
later, the nuclear disaster still is considered one of the worst catastrophes throughout history.Published by FUEL, Chernobyl: A Stalkers&#8217; Guide encompasses Richter&#8217;s unprecedented access to the
mysterious zone in its 248 pages. The volume is available from the publisher or for pre-order on Bookshop. Keep up with Richter&#8217;s travels on Instagram, and check out his blog for further dives into abandoned
history. (via Hyperallergic)&nbsp;Control Room 4, the room where the 1986 disaster originated. Now stripped of many of its fittings and cleaned of dust, it has been declared safe for visitors. Since autumn 2019, the power
plant authorities have included it on official tours.Mural on a residential building, Heroes of Stalingrad Street, Pripyat. This Socialist-realist mural depicts virtuous citizens (a farmer, a firefighter, a police officer, and a Young
Pioneer) under a radiant Soviet crest.Control Room 3, Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. This room and the associated Reactor 3 remained in use until 1995 when they were put out of service following an agreement with
the EU. Now, along with Reactors 1 and 2, it is undergoing a decommissioning process.202: Control Room 3. The top left of these cube-shaped shielded buttons marked A3-5 â€“ or â€˜AZ-5â€™ â€“ was the
â€˜scramâ€™ kill switch. This manually operated control would immediately terminate the fission reaction by inserting all the control rods at once. In neighboring Control Room 4, on 26 April 1986 at 1.23.40 a.m., this
switch was flicked and a malfunction occurred, causing the meltdown.Post Office, Pripyat. The mural illustrates the evolution of communication, from stone tablets and scrolls, to mail trains and finally a Soviet
cosmonaut.Izumrudniyâ€™ (â€˜Emeraldâ€™) Holiday Camp, near Chornobyl. Once a popular spot for summer holiday breaks, these rustic wooden chalets, painted with characters from cartoons and fairy tales, were
completely destroyed by forest fires in April 2020.Kindergarten No.7 â€˜Zolotoy Klyuchikâ€™ (â€˜Golden Keyâ€™), Pripyat. Discarded artifacts are arranged into unlikely dioramas by visitors.Abandoned trolleybus,
Kopachi, Chernobyl Exclusion Zone. This highly contaminated village was mostly bulldozed after the disaster. In April 2020 this vehicle was severely damaged by forest fires.All images Â© Ceci Lam, shared with
permissionHong Kong-based illustrator Ceci Lam envisions a whimsical dream world of mushroom-headed figures, adventures through tropical landscapes, and cozy nights in. Her drawings feature anonymous characters
who are full of personality, whether daring and bold as they peer up at towering cacti or more subdued in their plant-filled homes.Lam shares with Colossal that her Miss Mushy series was inspired after she spotted
white-capped mushrooms on the roadside one day during her commute, a surprise considering the pollution in the area. The next day, the spores disappeared, spurring the illustrator to imagine a fantasy world for the
small fungi to occupy. Full of quirky characters, the series is comprised of individuals defined by the color and textures of their caps, details that match the interiors of their homes and their outfits.To follow Lam&#8217;s
dreamy drawings, head to Instagram and Behance.&nbsp;All images courtesy of ShutterstockAn iconic sci-fi character comes to life in the form of an enormous droid that looms 60-feet above Japan. A project of Gundam
Factory Yokohama, it&#8217;s the tallest robot in the world, and after months of engineering, this life-sized bot now can swivel its head, kneel, point upward, and even walk, despite weighing an incredible 55,500
pounds.RX-78-2 Gundam robot is straight from Mobile Suit Gundam, the 1979 animated television series that originally was directed by Yoshiyuki Tomino and animated by Sunrise, before turning into a massive franchise
with more than 50 films, television spin-offs, manga, and video games.Â It was slated for unveiling at a new amusement park dedicated to the bot this October, but the opening has been postponed due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. If you have the chance to visit the Tokyo area in the next year, however, Gundam will be stationed in the Port of Yokohama, which is just south of the city.Â (via My Modern Met)&nbsp;Life-sized
Gundam in Yokohama is now in testing mode.pic.twitter.com/51HVoraPb7â€” Catsuka (@catsuka) September 21, 2020ã•‚ã‚Œã•¯ã•ªã‚“ã• ï¼Ÿé³¥ã•‹ã€•é£›è¡Œæ©Ÿã•‹ï¼ŸäºŒå€•é€Ÿã•§ã•™ï¼•#å‹•ã••ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ 
#gundam #å‹•ã•‘ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ ã€€#å‹•ã••å®Ÿç‰©å¤§ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #æ¨ªæµœã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  pic.twitter.com/jGlarzeVIeâ€” ã•ªã‚“ã•¡ã‚ƒã‚“ï¼ˆç¥•ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ—ãƒ©40å‘¨å¹´ï¼‰ (@nansei2) October 4,
2020å±±ä¸‹å…¬åœ’ã‚ˆã‚Šæ©ã••ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ ï¼•äºŒå€•é€Ÿã•§ã•™ï¼•#å‹•ã••ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #gundam #å‹•ã••å®Ÿç‰©å¤§ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #æ¨ªæµœã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  #å‹•ã•‘ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ€ãƒ  pic.twitter.com/DIPqAGhmNWâ€”
ã•ªã‚“ã•¡ã‚ƒã‚“ï¼ˆç¥•ã‚¬ãƒ³ãƒ—ãƒ©40å‘¨å¹´ï¼‰ (@nansei2) October 4, 2020In my feelings (2020), oil on canvas, 30 x 30 inches. All images Â© Laura Berger, shared with permissionIn Laura Bergerâ€™s minimalist
paintings, female figures entwine together in abstract formations. Their dark locks flow with the curves of their bodies, which are posed in relaxed, natural stances. Using tight color palettes of muted tones, Berger works
mostly in acrylic, although she&#8217;s ventured into oil since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. I&#8217;m not sure if it&#8217;s related to everything that&#8217;s been going on in the world or to the shift in
medium itself, but my ideas have been moving in a more narrative direction which has really opened up a lot of new things for me to work with, she tells Colossal.The Chicago-based artist (previously) continues to explore
themes of identity, community, and connection, in addition to more abstract conceptions of energy and quality of life, throughout her largely geometric body of work. As a woman, I usually paint from that perspective point,
but the figures are really meant mostly to serve as characters through which to explore our collective humanity and shared experience, she says.If you&#8217;re in New York City, check out Berger&#8217;s solo show,
which is open from November 21 to December 12, at Hashimoto Contemporary. Otherwise, follow her on Instagram to see her latest considerations of the female experience.&nbsp;We wanted to feel the light (2019),
acrylic on canvas, 16 x 20 inchesLeft: If I were you (2019), acrylic on wood panel, 30 x 40 inches. Right: If I were you 2 (2019), acrylic on wood panel, 30 x 40 inchesMood (2020), oil on canvas, 16 x 12 inchesLeft: If I
were you 3 (2019), acrylic on wood panel, 30 x 40 inches. Right: Night fruit (2020)Strata (2019), acrylic on cradled wood panel, 16 x 20 inchesAll photos Â© Ã•gnes Herczeg, shared with permissionWorking within a scale
of just a few inches, Hungarian artist Ã•gnes Herczeg (previously) threads together fragments of wood, seeds, and wire with delicate lace work to form pastoral scenes inspired in part by her surroundings in a small town
near the river Danube. This year, Herczeg utilized more tree bark and golf leaf and developed her abilities with silk thread to create pieces even smaller than before. In a note to Colossal, she shares this challenge to work
increasingly smaller is a very good mind game. You can see lots of her new work on her website, and several pieces are for sale in her online shop.&nbsp;The distinctive Arriflex 35 IIC is one of the most significant motion
picture cameras of all time, and a favourite of the Hollywood new wave of cinematographers of the 60â€™s ad 70â€™s. The hand held camera was famously beloved by Stanley Kubrick whose 1971 cult classic, A
Clockwork Orange, was shot almost entirely on the Arri 35 IIC.As part of an ongoing series titled Inside Information, UK-based design studio Dorothy explores some of the most iconic designs in the areas of film, music,
personal computing, and fashion through clever cutaway infographics. Each illustration reveals a miniature isometric world packed with historical moments from famous concerts that used the Vox AC30 amplifier to films
that utilized the Arriflex 35 IIC handheld camera, which transformed movies forever. All five of the Inside Information graphics are available as three-color litho prints on its website. (via Colossal
Submissions)&nbsp;Released in 1959 to meet the demand for louder amplifiers, the Vox AC30 was quickly adopted as the amp of choice for bands like The Beatles, The Kinks and The Stones, helping to define the sound
of the &#8216;British Invasionâ€™ when the popularity of British rock â€™nâ€™ roll bands spread to the States. Its appeal has continued through the decades with bands like Queen, U2, The Smiths, Oasis, Blur,
Radiohead, Arctic Monkeys all counted as loyal Vox fans.The Nike Air Max is a bona fide design classic. Designed by Tinker Hatfield and released in 1987 it has, in its 30 plus years of existence, established a cult
following. Inspired by the architecture of the Centre Pompidou, it was the first trainer to offer a window to the sole, kickstarting a revolution in sneaker design.The Minimoog was the worldâ€™s first portable (and
affordable) synthesiser. Billed as â€™The Moog for the roadâ€™, it revolutionized music, acquired a cult-like following (which it still enjoys to this day) and quickly became the most popular synth of its time.The Apple
Macintosh (later know as the Macintosh 128k) was launched with an Orwell inspired commercial directed by Ridley Scott, and introduced to the world by Steve Jobs on 24th January 1984. It blew our tiny little minds and
for many heralded the beginning of a lifelong love affair with all things Apple.ï»¿In a powerful interpretation of Elizabeth Eckfordâ€™s historic walk to school in 1957, dancer Kendi Jones moves gracefully along a
sidewalk. The First Day is shot in black-and-white to mimic the iconic photographs of Eckford as she passed through crowds of angry White students, teachers, and community members on her way into a formerly
segregated school. Eckford was part of the Little Rock Nine, a group of Black students who were the first to integrate Central High in Arkansas&#8217;s capital. They were initially barred from the institution until an
intervention from Pre
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