
ï»¿You&#8217;d be hard-pressed to find a better pairing for the flood of sourdough loaves baked in recent months than a pad of butter, and perhaps a tour of Le Beurre Bordier will inspire the next craze for ambitious
home cooks. Claudia Romeo, a journalist with Food Insider, meets with artisan Jean-Yves Bordier to document the processes of French butter making at the Bordeaux shop, revealing the slow and luxurious methods of
manufacturing the milky staple.Le Beurre Bordier is dedicated to 19th-century practices, including using a wooden malaxage, a large grooved wheel, to churn the substance and extract excess water. Workers knead the
butter by hand, constantly slicing it with their fingers and turning it over and over, before shaping it into miniature cones and stamped cylinders. The entire process is measured and manual, similar to the laborious nature
of baking bread from scratch.For more of Food Insider&#8217;s deep dives into global food culture, head to YouTube.&nbsp;&nbsp;All images courtesy of DB Burkeman and Rich Browd, shared with permissionFrom
plastic grocery bags to original emojis to household goods and paraphernalia, the yellow smiley face is an iconic mark of modern culture. A new book funding on Kickstarter celebrates the symbol&#8217;s decades-long
history as it dives into the eclectic uses that range from fine art to graffiti to Hollywood. In 60 pages, The Sm;)e Book compiles work from 70 artists, including Banksy, the Chapman Brothers, Â Alicia McCarthy, and James
Joyce.Despite the smiley&#8217;s well-known status throughout the mainstream culture, the book is particularly personal to co-creators DB Burkeman and Rich Browd. Burkeman shares with Colossal that his mother was
fascinated by the hippie movement and plastered surfaces with smiley face stickers and adorned her clothing with grinning patches and pins. As he grew up and later became a DJ, he noticed the symbol flourishing in the
punk and rave scenes as a new kind of countercultural mark. Browd had a similar childhood experience, growing fascinated by the icon in graffiti, skate graphics, and the Pop Art collection of a wealthy friendâ€™s
parents.Today, the duo remains enamored with the evolution of the smiley face and its prevalence in seemingly contradictory spaces. In the history of graphic design, I can think of no other symbol that has ever held such
a dualityâ€”used simultaneously as both a positive mainstream driver and a counterculture subverter of that very mainstream, Burkeman writes. He explains further:Now retired from nightlife and mostly confused by a lot
of todayâ€™s popular culture, Iâ€™ve watched the smiley return with a vengeance. Partly fueled by the prolific use of emojis, but also by the insatiable consumption and recycling of pop cultureâ€™s logos and tropes.
Todayâ€™s youth love and reuse them, regardless of whether the new users know the logosâ€™ origins or not: little girls and celebrities wearing the Thrasher logo who have never read the magazine or skated in their
lives, hip-hop kids wearing hair-metal or post-punk band shirts. Does it even matter that they have no idea what these bands sounded like or represented? Itâ€™s all part of this strange cultural cannibalism.Browd and
Burkeman are sharing glimpses intoThe Sm;)e BookÂ on Instagram, where you also can follow the collection&#8217;s funding progress during the next month. (via It&#8217;s Nice That)&nbsp;ï»¿All images Â© Mono
Giraud, shared with permissionThrough dreamy photographs, multi-disciplinary artist Mono Giraud accentuates the feathered fronds of wheat stalks and paper&#8217;s smooth curves. Based in the Palermo
neighborhood of Buenos Aires, Giraud consistently strives for simplicity and a focus on humble items in her practice that spans design, photography, and fine art. Iâ€™m interested in the conjunction of energy between
objects and people, like in a dance, she shares with Colossal.Evoking sprawling sculptures, Giraud&#8217;s garments are often neutral-toned to maintain the integrity of the original material. Dresses flow down into pools
of fabric that then form wrinkly backdrops, spools of twine are arranged to mimic a sash and headdress, and a woven basket pocked with straw perches on a subject&#8217;s head.Giraud manages an atelier and shop in
the Argentinian capital, where she sells many of the goods used in her photographs. Despite working across mediums, she describes her practice as cohesive and as a search to express my personal views and emotions
of the soul. The artist expands on the idea:My work is about living the process. And this process has to be healthy, the energy is renewed instead of running outâ€¦ and simplicity must be felt in each step. I go across the
process to finally get to discovery. The travel is about feeling, touching, smelling, breathing, and crossing boundaries. I focus on the journey more than to reach a goal or arrive (at) a destination.Explore more of the
elegant objects and garments highlighted in Giraud&#8217;s photography on her site and Instagram.&nbsp;ï»¿ï»¿The swaggering pigeon in Emmit Fennâ€™s new music video might upend the notion that peacocks are
the proudest avians. Animated and directed by Patrick Jean, Who Dat opens on a quiet street corner before zooming in on the lone bird. As the bass drops, the pigeon begins a subtle strut down the street while it grooves
to the beat. Soon, the bird reveals in its dancing skills after a shake of its tail feather. To see more of the Los Angeles-based director&#8217;s humorous animations, head to Vimeo.&nbsp;Big Bang in Pingjiaqiao Road 36,
Pudong, Shanghai. All images Â© 100 Architects, shared with permissionWalk around Shanghai or Dubai, and you might stumble upon a bright, geometric playground amongst the concrete. The design studio 100
Architects installs bold interventions that transform typical urban spaces into colorful playgrounds. Each public structure, which boasts entertainment for both kids and adults, is conceptualized around a theme, whether a
massive shower complete with ground-level waves or an illuminated castle with inner tunnels. Splashes of color, playground equipment like swings and slides, and towering structures frame the areas, while some spaces,
like the Sea Horse, sprinkle water from a central spot.100 Architects recently partnered with urban planning group Playgones to collaborate on a range of interventions throughout Europe in upcoming months, which you
can follow on Instagram. (via Journal du Design)&nbsp;Creek Play in Dubai Creek Harbor, Dubai, UAEHang Out in Pingjiaqiao Road 36, Pudong, Shanghai, ChinaPaint Drop in Daning Road, Jinâ€™An District, Shanghai,
ChinaPaint Drop in Daning Road, Jinâ€™An District, Shanghai, ChinaSeahorseÂ in Pingjiaqiao Road 36, Chongqing, ChinaThe Shower inÂ Daning Road, Jinâ€™An District, Shanghai, ChinaThe Shower inÂ Daning
Road, Jinâ€™An District, Shanghai, ChinaThe Shower inÂ Daning Road, Jinâ€™An District, Shanghai, ChinaSecret GardenSecret Gardenï»¿ï»¿A short clip, originally captured by Louis LumiÃ¨re in 1896, documents a
rowdy snowball fight on the streets of Lyon, France. Thanks to Barcelona-based Joaquim Campa, who used the open-source software DeOldify to upscale and colorize the historic footage, the video of the winter pastime
is incredibly clear, revealing facial features and details on garments. He&#8217;s applied a similar method to clips from New York City, Jerusalem, and San Sebastian, among others, all of which you can find on Twitter.Â 
You also might enjoy this flying train ride through a German village in 1902. (via Twisted Sifter)&nbsp;All images Â© Bouke de Vries, shared with permissionBouke de Vries (previously) refers to some of his porcelain
sculptures as three-dimensional still lifes. The artist, who was born in the Netherlands and now lives in London, creates sprawling assemblages that resemble a classic bowl of fruit or table setting frequently found in Dutch
art. I compose these pieces as, after the painter has finished with them, the ceramics get broken and decayed, and I breathe new life into them. The butterfly in still life is a symbol for the resurrection in (the) way I see
what I do through my work, he tells Colossal. In de Vries&#8217;s works, though, the seemingly mundane scenes are fractured with bursting ceramics, encroaching insects, and decaying fruit.The artist began working
with porcelain as a restorer for 15 years before embarking on his own practice, which begins with a search for broken pottery and glass shards. He never breaks an undamaged piece but rather revitalizes those that are
damaged already by creating new figures that celebrate the beauty of their previous forms. With a penchant for Kintsugi, he often utilizes gold lacquer to highlight the repaired cracks.Alongside sculptural still lifes, the
figure of Guan Yin, the Buddhist goddess of compassion, mercy, and kindness, recurs in de Vries&#8217;s work. Often surrounded by cracked shards and recomposed garments, she conveys an ability for understanding
and repair.In recent weeks, de Vries has been working on commissions and new pieces, in addition to a large-scale project that spans the entrance of one of Sotheby&#8217;s Bond Street galleries, which you can see on
Instagram. To find out more about the artist&#8217;s vision behind that piece, watch this interview. (via Cross Connect Magazine)&nbsp;ï»¿It&#8217;s well-documented that music moves us, and an advertisement for
BBC Sounds takes that research literally. A project of Rogue Films, the one-minute clip opens on a woman riding a city bus before swooping into a responsively choreographed dance enhanced by visual effects. Each
subject, including an unassuming dog, sways and spins to the diverse array of sounds pumping through their headphones or the speakers in a coffee shop. Two women twist in double-helix, a figure floats calmly mid-air,
and another stares at hovering objects while she listens to astronauts in space.Based in London, the production company says on Twitter that the socially distant advertisement was shot in one take on a cordoned-off city
street.&nbsp;Image Â© Andrei Savitsky, cupoty.com. Winner: Micro. Glass worms can vary in length from about half an inch to two inches. On the right side of this image you can see the large tracheal bubbles that serve
as hydrostatic organs (or swim bladders). These bubbles allow the larva to keep its horizontal position in the water column, while also helping to regulate the depth of its immersion. The bubbles are covered with dark
pigment cells that can resize â€“ if the cells expand due to absorption of light, the tracheal bubbles heat up and increase in volume, reducing the weight of the larva and causing it to float up. To create the picture here I
made a panorama of eight frames, each of which was focus stacked. To make the image as detailed (and aesthetically pleasing) as I possible I used darkfield and polarisation techniques. All images shared with
permissionCaptured around the globe, the winning shots in the 2020 Close-Up Photographer Of The Year glimpse some of nature&#8217;s most fascinating details, from the organs inside a shimmering glass worm to
slime molds bursting with fruit. Dr. Galice Hoarau, an evolutionary biologist living in BodÃ¸, Norway, took the top prize for his image (shown below) of a serpentineÂ eel larva spotted during a blackwater dive.In its second
year, the annual contest garnered more than 6,500 entries from 52 countries. Photojournalists Tracy and Dan Calder, a wife and husband duo based in the United Kingdom, launched the competition in 2018 to encourage
photographers to slow down, enjoy their craft, and make long-lasting connections with the world around them.â€• Explore some of Colossal&#8217;s favorite close-up, micro, and macro shots below, and dive into the top
100 images on CUPOTY&#8217;s site.Â (via Design You Trust)&nbsp;Image Â© Galice Hoarau, cupoty.com. Animals and Overall Winner of Close-up Photographer of the Year. I spotted this eel larva off the island of
Lembeh (Indonesia) during a blackwater dive. Blackwater diving is essentially diving at night in the open ocean, usually over deep or very deep water. Divers are surrounded by darkness, with only a lit downline as a
visual reference. Peering through the darkness with your torch can be quite stressful the first time you do it, but it gets fascinating quickly. What makes blackwater diving so magical is the abundance of rarely seen
planktonic creatures you spot as they take part in one of the largest daily migrations of any animal on Earth. After sunset, small pelagic animals (like this larva) rise close to the surface to feed where the sunlight 
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