
Statue of activist Leonard Peltier. All images courtesy of the Sn Francisco Art InstitutePeering out over the San Francisco Bay toward Alcatraz is a monumental statue that pays homage to an American Indian Movement
activist who&#8217;s been incarcerated for decades. Created by Portuguese-American artist Rigo 23 in 2016, the 12-foot-tall figure resembles a small self-portrait that the activist, Leonard Peltier, painted while
imprisoned.Wearing a simple white shirt, yellow pants, and no shoes, Peltier sits on a cement base, which is the actual size of his cell, in a pensive position. â€œThere was something Buddha-like about the pose, and it
reminded me of Rodinâ€™s â€˜The Thinker,â€™ which is so muscular and epic,â€• Rigo 23 told Hyperallergic about the original portrait. â€œUsually, images of heroism and humanity are epic, and this is just a man
sitting on the ground wearing prison-issued clothes. It has this different kind of spirituality.â€•A member of the Turtle Mountain Chippewa and also of Lakota and Dakota descent, Peltier was a well-known leader in the
American Indian Movement throughout the 1960s and &#8217;70s, having spearheaded multiple protests and marches to end injustices. Despite denying the charges, he has been imprisoned since 1977 after being
convicted of killing two FBI agents in a 1975 shooting on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. He was sentenced to two terms of life imprisonment for the incident, which has resulted in campaigns for his
clemency.&nbsp;Angela Davis on Peltier&#8217;s feetRigo 23 designed the work with detachable feet, which have traveled to Standing Rock Reservation, Alcatraz, and Crow Dogâ€™s Paradise. The decision has
allowed activists, including Angela Davis, to stand on top of the wooden pair in solidarity, an act that an Instagram account has been documenting.The oversized statue was moved to the roof of the San Francisco Art
Institute in Octoberâ€”watch the full dedication ceremony with speeches from Peltier&#8217;s children on YouTubeâ€”where it received one of its more celebratory welcomes. Met with both support and animosity
throughout its history, the work was removed early from a 2016 visit to the Katzen Art Center at the American University in Washington, D.C. Spurred by a complaint from the president of the FBI Agents Association, the
action resulted in the statue&#8217;s displacement for about a year, the artist says.&nbsp;Its current position facing Alcatraz has similar significance, considering an activist group&#8217;sÂ occupation of the former
federal prison during the Nixon administration. In 1969, Indians of All Tribes seized the site in hopes of turning it into a school, cultural center, and museum. As the U.S. government attempted to regain control, the group
established a clinic, kitchen, and education centers for the 19 months it claimed the island.The statue will remain at SFAI until March 28, 2021. Although the institution is closed to visitors, it&#8217;s offering a virtual tour
of the work on its site.&nbsp;Self-Portrait with Grey Felt Hat, September &#8211; October 1887, Paris, 4.5 Ã— 37.2 centimeters, Van Gogh MuseumA point of levity during the temporary shutdowns of museums and
cultural institutions during the last few months has been the plethora of digital archives making artworks and historical objects available for perusing from the comfort and safety of our couches. A recent addition is Van
Gogh Worldwide, a massive collection of the post-impressionist artist&#8217;s paintings, sketches, and drawings.From landscapes to self-portraits to classic still lifes, the archive boasts more than 1,000 artworks, which
are sorted by medium, period, and participating institutionâ€”those include the Van Gogh Museum, KrÃ¶ller-MÃ¼ller Museum, the Rijksmuseum, the Netherlands Institute for Art History, and the Museum Boijmans Van
Beuningen. Each digital piece is supported by details about the work, any restorations, and additional images.In his short lifetime that spanned just 37 years, the prolific Dutch artist created thousands of works, many of
which he finished in his final months. His thick brushstrokes are widely recognized today, particularly in masterpieces like The Starry Night, although his sketches, drawings, and prints offer a nuanced look at his entire
oeuvre.Â  (via My Modern Met)&nbsp;Soup Distribution in a Public Soup Kitchen, March 1883, &#8216;s Gravenhage, drawing, 56.5 Ã— 44.4 centimeters, Van Gogh MuseumMontmartre: Behind the Moulin de la Galette,
late July 1887, Paris, 81 Ã— 100 centimeters, Van Gogh MuseumTerrace of a cafÃ© at night (Place du Forum), c. 16 September 1888, Arles, painting, 80.7 Ã— 65.3 centimeters, KrÃ¶ller-MÃ¼ller MuseumHead of a
Skeleton with a Burning Cigarette, 18 January 1886 &#8211; early February 1886, Antwerpen, painting, 32.3 Ã— 24.8 centimeters, Van Gogh MuseumAll images Â© SÃ¸ren SolkÃ¦r, shared with permissionCaptured in
the marshlands of southern Denmark, SÃ¸ren SolkÃ¦râ€™s ongoing project documents one of nature&#8217;s most mesmerizing phenomena. BLACK SUN focuses on the quiet landscapes of the Danish
photographer&#8217;s childhood where nearly one million starlings congregate during the vernal and autumnal seasons. Set at dusk, the photographs frame the migratory birds as they take to the sky in murmurations,
amorphous groups that transform the individual creatures into a unified entity.The fluctuating flight patterns swell above the horizon as the birds move from tree to tree or sometimes, in response to an impending threat.
Now and then, by the added drama of attacking birds of prey, the flock will unfold a breathtaking and veritable ballet of life or death, SolkÃ¦r says, further comparing their airborne appearance to inky sketches or
calligraphy. He expands on the starlings&#8217; adaptability:At times the flock seems to possess the cohesive power of super fluids, changing shape in an endless flux: From geometric to organic, from solid to fluid, from
matter to ethereal, from reality to dreamâ€”an exchange in which real-time ceases to exist and mythical time pervades. This is the moment I have attempted to captureâ€”a fragment of eternity.BLACK SUN culminates in a
forthcoming book by the same name, which will be released November 16 and is available for pre-order in SolkÃ¦r&#8217;s shop, along with prints and some of his other works. Follow the photographer on Instagram to
keep up with his phenomenological projects.&nbsp;We&#8217;re not crying, you&#8217;re crying. Music&#8217;s ability to improve the mood and boost cognitive skills in people with dementia has long been
documented. Music is no luxury to them, but a necessity, wrote neurologist Oliver Sacks in his 2008 book Musicophilia. It can have a power beyond anything else to restore them to themselves, and to others, at least for a
while. Such is the case in this video of former NYC ballet dancer Marta C. GonzÃ¡lez who was given the opportunity to listen to Tchaikovsky&#8217;s Swan Lake, a piece of music we can assume she performed
numerous times as shown in the interspersed archival clips from the 1960s. The music seems to awaken the choreography stored deep in her brain as she begins to spontaneously perform from her wheelchair.
GonzÃ¡lez founded and directed her own dance ensemble called Rosamunda.The video was recorded last year in Valencia, Spain and published by MÃºsica para Despertar (Awakening Music), a non-profit organization
that brings music to patients with Alzheimer&#8217;s and other forms of dimension to help raise awareness of its therapeutic impact.  (via Kottke)However weird you feel inside, you&#8217;re not alone. That&#8217;s the
literal message of this delightful animated short created for the UK children&#8217;s charity Childline â€” a 24-hour hotline that helps kids navigate bullying, abuse, sex education, and pretty much any other stressor you
can imagine. Directed by Catherine Prowse (previously), the film imagines the sometimes unbearable anxiety of growing up and the ultimately futile attempt to bottle it all up. Prowse also shares a fun making-of clip. (via
Vimeo Staff Picks)&nbsp;Animation stillBehind the scenesBehind the scenesAll images Â© Sun-Hyuk Kim, shared with permissionJust like a tree, the spindly branches that shape Sun-Hyuk Kimâ€™s sculptures extend
from a larger, sturdy limbâ€”or in the South Korean artist&#8217;s case, neck or spine, too. Kim (previously) creates sprawling artworks that merge human anatomy and the root systems that crawl underneath the
earth&#8217;s surface. Sometimes painted in neutral tones and others plated in gold, the sculptures are composed of stainless steel that trails out into figurative forms.Imbued with metaphor, the intricate works consider
our existence and their inherent incompleteness, Kim says. The pandemic in 2020 clearly shows how weak the existence of a human being is, he writes. The human force encountered in this era, which has achieved
many civilizations and cutting-edge science, reminds us of the collapse of the Tower of Babel, which was built to become like God.To follow Kim&#8217;s latest projects that explore the connection between people and
the natural world, head toÂ Instagram.&nbsp;All images Â© Jem Cresswell, shared with permissionBetween 2014 and 2018, Jem Cresswell spent countless hours submerged in the depths of the southern Pacific Ocean
surrounding Tonga. There he captured a group of humpback whales as they gracefully maneuvered around him, allowing the Sydney-based photographer to unveil the details of their grooved underbellies and
barnacle-clad skin. The original project has culminated in a new book that documents the creatures&#8217; movements and idiosyncrasies in striking black-and-white images.Giants spans 220 pages detailing the
humpbacks and their calves. To complete the massive book, Cresswell pared down more than 11,000 shots, the majority of which haven&#8217;t been published previously. The photographer shares memories and
historical details about the massive creatures throughout, including the incredible awareness that comes from swimming with sentient beings so much larger than himself. You never forget your first humpback experience,
he writes. The sublime sense of insignificance that it instills in you. It has to be one of the most humbling experiences on Earth.Only 1,500 copies of Giants, which are signed and numbered, are available for purchase on
the book&#8217;s site, which also offers glimpses into Cresswell&#8217;s process creating the compendium. To stay up to date with the photographer&#8217;s latest underwater projects, follow him on
Instagram.&nbsp;All images Â© Peter Szucsy, shared with permissionFor 25 years, art director and artist Peter Szucsy has filled his days with rendering the bizarre, sinister beasts that run rampant through video games. I
have made many creatures, monsters in the virtual world&#8230; but a few years ago I felt it is about time to create something different, he says of his time working in the industry. So I left my computer and made lots of
my ideas come alive in the real world.The result is a curious menagerie of steampunk spiders that the Budapest-based artist assembles with parts of vintage watches, cameras, and medical equipment. Each week,
Szucsy scours a flea market near his home to find materials that include rare, pricey timepieces, although the artist notes he avoids dismantling anything that a museum or institution would value. In his studio, he parses
the found metals and meticulously crafts the articulate eight-legged creatures.Szucsy holds a degree in illustration from Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design and plans to launch an online shop to sell some of the
spiders in the coming days. You can follow his latest creatures, which he hopes to include dragonflies and praying mantises, on Instagram.&nbsp;ReciprociTea, acrylic on canvas, 40 x 30 x 2.5 inches. All images Â© Duy
Huynh, shared with permissionVietnamese artist Duy Huynh (previously) examines balance through nuanced scenes replete with ethereal, surreal elements: individual flowers ascend from a teapot, a chain winds around
an artichoke heart, and figures float mid-air. Rendered in muted hues, the acrylic paintings are metaphorical and narrative-based, visualizing stories by connecting unusual symbols or positioning disparate objects
together. The North Carolina-based artist gives the works witty namesâ€” Thyme to Turnip the Beet and ReciprociTea, for exampleâ€”adding to their playful and whimsical natures.In a statement, Huynh writes that the
core of his practice involves drawing connections between two or more mysteries, which he explains further:My characters often float (literally) somewhere 
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