
The Criterion Channel has some of the best-curated and most interesting programming in the streaming world. And this goes beyond the platform&#8217;s feature picks; alongside classics of world cinema, they also
feature a diverse array of great short films. In addition to celebrated shorts like Mati Diop&#8217;s A Thousand Suns and Marlon Riggs&#8217;s Affirmations, here are some more worth checking out whenever you have a
spare half-hour (or even less).The Burden (dir. Niki Lindroth von Bahr)In this strange, hilarious, and deeply affecting stop-motion animation, different groups of talking animals sing about their mundane work and lives.
There&#8217;s a growing sense of unease throughout the short, culminating in a final shot for the ages that works well as both a punchline and a statement about what it feels like to just keep existing through precarious
times. The songs are also weirdly catchy.Watch it here.Hairat (dir. Jessica Beshir)For 35 years, Yussuf Mume Saleh has gone outside the walled city of Harar in Ethiopia on various nights to meet with some good friends
of his: a pack of wild hyenas. In this riveting short, we see him feed the beasts, his interactions with them underscored by a sort of prayer in the voiceover narration that muses on their communion. It&#8217;s equally
fraught and mesmerizing to watch.Watch it here.A Gentle Night (dir. Qiu Yang)A woman reports her daughter&#8217;s disappearance to police, and then has an extraordinarily tense experience at a cafÃ© afterward. In
two short scenes, this film immerses the viewer in a very specific sense of terror â€” the horrible liminal moment when crisis sets in, with no resolution in sight. That it ends without resolution, leaving its audience
submerged in that feeling, makes it all the more potent.Watch it here.  The stainless steel monolith that was discovered in the red canyons of Utah&#8217;s desert (via Wikimedia Commons) In another unforeseen
development, the mysterious monolith that was discovered last week in the deserts of Utah has vanished in an equally inexplicable manner, local authorities say.  In a statement on Sunday, November 29, the federal
Bureau of Land Managementâ€™s (BLM) Utah office said that the illegal three-sided stainless steel object was removed from the site on Friday evening by an unknown party. The monolith has since been replaced with a
column of stones topped by an upward-facing metal triangle, creating the shape of an arrow to mark the sculpture&#8217;s former location.Meanwhile, a copycat monolith has emerged on a hillside in Romania. The metal
structure, which is about 13-feet tall, was discovered on Thursday close to a historic fortress in the city of Piatra Neamt. Authorities have launched an investigation.As mysterious as its discovery â€“ the disappearance of
the Utah monolith leaves many questions https://t.co/vOE4l6IOvu pic.twitter.com/kgbwg8oDZx&mdash; Mystery Wire (@MysteryWire) November 29, 2020The BLM did not remove the structure which is considered private
property, the agency added in its statement, noting that it does not investigate crimes involving private property, which are handled by the local sheriffâ€™s office. Some Facebook commentators disputed BLM&#8217;s
comment on the limits of its jurisdiction and wondered how an installation on public land can be seen as private property. In reply to one of the comments, the agency clarified: We investigate activities that are not
authorized on BLM public lands, and installing an artificial object into the ground on public lands was not authorized. Stolen property is not our jurisdiction.Soon after its discovery last week, Reddit users quickly identified
the location of the monolith near Lockhart Basin Road, south of Moab in eastern Utah. In the days that followed, the canyon has become a pilgrimage site for adventurers and explorers.           View this post on Instagram  
         A post shared by David Surber (@davidsurber_)David Surber from Salt Lake City was one of the last visitors to the monolith. He drove seven hours through the night to reach the location on Friday morning and
documented the journey on his Instagram account. There&#8217;s not much in this world that is left undiscovered, so why not be one of the people who get out there and have a look at a unique object? Surber said to
Hyperallergic in an interview.  I definitely did not think that this would hit the news cycle as much as it did. I was simply going on a hike, trying to confirm some things for Reddit users.Responding to the theories online
about the origins of the monolith, Surber said: I believe it is some type of landscape artist. I would have loved for it to be something otherworldly, but based on the construction I have to believe that it is
human-made.Within the art world, New York gallerist David Zwirner has suggested in favor of the theory that the monolith was the work of minimalist artist John McCracken. However, satellite imagery from Google Earth
shows that monolith was installed years after McCracken&#8217;s death in 2011. Zwirner, whose eponymous Chelsea gallery represents McCracken&#8217;s estate, might have been seizing on the opportunity to
promote a planned exhibition of the late artist&#8217;s works in March of 2021. As the mystery grows, a flurry of internet memes has likened the monolith to a Tesla charger and an airport sign, among many other
suggestions. One particularly shrewd user photoshopped Maurizio Cattelan&#8217;s infamous duct-taped banana onto the steel structure, offering commentary on the tye of sensational artworks that grabs our attention.
Some have also pointed to similarities between the Utah monolith and Richard Serra&#8217;s sculptures in the deserts of Qatar.  Turns out that the monolith in Utah was just a test for V4 superchargers after all&#8230; 
@28delayslater @elonmusk pic.twitter.com/MeEmrmm6Nj&mdash; Glenn (@glenn22x) November 26, 2020Sorry yâ€™all, we needed it back. https://t.co/tuOKj1igF7 pic.twitter.com/d3SOF4GeMS&mdash; Southwest
Airlines (@SouthwestAir) November 29, 2020The Utah desert metal monolith looks  suspiciously similar to Richard Serra&#39;s Qatar desert monoliths.#utahmonolith  pic.twitter.com/BZsrBE4L6n&mdash; Ardavan Arfaei
 Ø§Ø±Ø¯ÙˆØ§Ù† Ø§Ø±Ù•Ø¹ÛŒ (@arfaei) November 24, 2020I think it was a good distraction for people during this time of year with the pandemic and everything else that has been going on in the world, Surber told
Hyperallergic. People need to get out and explore nature to appreciate the planet and gain some perspective on our spot in this world.  The headquarters of the San Isidro Movement in Old Havana, where a group of 14
artists, poets, journalists, and activists had gathered in protest, was raided by Cuban security forces Thursday night, November 26. The members of the dissident group San Isidro Movement had been trapped at the
apartment for over a week, surrounded by Cuban state security, after staging a peaceful demonstration demanding the release of Denis SolÃs, a young Cuban rapper jailed for&nbsp;insulting a police officer. When
Cuban state police intercepted a neighbor&#8217;s attempt to drop off food and supplies for the protesters, eight of the activists declared a hunger strike; some also refused to drink water. On Thursday, Cuban authorities
entered the apartment and forcefully evicted the activists from their headquarters on the grounds of health violations related to coronavirus, a justification the group described as absurd. â€œThey entered by force,
breaking the door,â€• said Iliana HernÃ¡ndez, a journalist and one of the hunger strikers, in a Facebook video. â€œMany military people dressed as if they were doctors, wearing gowns.â€•Several of the hunger strikers
refused to drink water. (photo by and courtesy of Katherine Bisquet)On Friday, hundreds gathered in solidarity with the activists as part of a sit-in in front of the Ministry of Culture in Havana. The next morning, Cuban
officials met with 30 of the protesters, including artist Tania Bruguera and journalist Katherine Bisquet, to discuss their demands. Vice Minister of Culture Fernando Rojas reportedly agreed to protect artists from
harassment in the future and to reconsider SolÃs&#8217;s imprisonment, rare concessions in a nation notorious for its repression of civil liberties. However, in a press conference on Sunday at the Instituto de Artivismo
Hannah Arendt, Bruguera said the vice minister&#8217;s promises quickly fell through.There are police in the homes of the artists, journalists, and art critics, Bruguera told the local outlet 14ymedio.Â Luis Manuel Otero
AlcÃ¡ntara is held against his will in a hospital, when it was requested that he return home. Conclusion: in less than 24 hours, the accords have been broken.Following a peaceful protest, artists and activists have been
trapped in an apartment in Old Havana, where they are surrounded by state police. (photo by and courtesy of Katherine Bisquet)AlcÃ¡ntara is a member of the San Isidro Movement, an artist collective founded in 2018 to
protest&nbsp;Decree&nbsp;349, a law that&nbsp;grants the state unlimited control over creative activity in Cuba. In the last three years, he has been arrested several times by Cuban police, charged with offenses
including desacato (contempt) toward the government, and has become a prominent figure in the fight for freedom of expression in Cuba.Bruguera also denounced the Cuban government&#8217;s defamation campaign
against the San Isidro Movement. In a special program broadcasted by the state-run TelevisiÃ³n Nacional this weekend, the activists were described as a group of mercenaries acting as pawns for Washington. Cuban
media has consistently suggested that the hunger strike and protest this month was orchestrated and sponsored by the US government. Several nonpartisan human rights organizations, including Amnesty International
and PEN America, have condemned SolÃs&#8217;s arrest and Cuban authorities&#8217; ongoing persecution of artists, journalists, and dissident voices.â€œThis case looks more like a legal ambush than the
administration of justice,â€• said Julie TrÃ©bault, director of the Artists at Risk Connection program at PEN America. â€œDenis SolÃsâ€™s video appears to indicate that this officer had no right to enter his home, and
yet he was arrested. SolÃs had his right to a fair trial trampled, and yet he was convicted.Jake Sullivan, US President-elect Joe Bidenâ€™s national security adviser, tweeted, â€œWe support the Cuban people in their
struggle for liberty and echo calls for the Cuban government to release peaceful protestors. The Cuban people must be allowed to exercise the universal right to freedom of expression.â€•  With the new film Mank, director
David Fincher goes behind the scenes of Citizen Kane. Long heralded as one of the best movies of all time, if not the best, Kane&#8216;s influence on cinema is monumental. But that magnum opus did not ascend to the
canon without bumps. Both its greatness and director Orson Welles&#8216;s role as its â€œauthorâ€• have been hotly debated over the years. By focusing on Kaneâ€™s writer, Herman J. Mankiewicz, and downplaying
Welles as an auteur, Mank revives an old controversy.Released in 1941, Citizen Kane was Welles&#8217;s first feature, and he had an unprecedented degree of freedom within the American studio system (at the time
rigidly controlled by producers) to make the story of a newspaper magnate laid low by his hubris.&nbsp;The writing process was contentious. Welles signed Mankiewicz to a contract as a script doctor, which outlined that
he would not receive credit. With frequent Welles collaborator John Houseman, Mankiewicz wrote the first draft based on a loose outline devised by Mankiewicz and hundreds of pages of Wellesâ€™s notes. Before
shooting, Welles would heavily rework the screenplay. As the filmâ€™s release approached, Mankiewicz decided he wanted credit after all, taking out ads in newspapers and petitioning the screenwriterâ€™s guild for a
change. In the end, RKO Studios credited both Welles and Mankiewicz as the film&#8217;s screenwriters. This is the story dramatized in Mank.From Citizen Kane (1941), dir. Orson Welles (image courtesy Warner
Bros.)A moderate success upon its release, it would take a few decades before Citizen Kane accumulated its reputation as a masterpiece. The 1952 first edition of the Sight &amp; Sound poll of the greatest movies (as
close to an authoritative source for what film professionals consider â€œthe canonâ€• as we have) did not feature the film. But in 1962, it was voted #1, where it stood for decades until it was unseated by Vertigo in 2012.
And at the center of the story both before and behind the camera was the charismatic Welles. His career would be hit hard in the aftermath of its release, and he would struggle to obtain funding and full control of his work
for the rest of his life. Wellesâ€™s image as a larger-than-life showman and sidelined genius mad
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